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derable ſcope ; tho' I have turned preacher of late, and ſeem 
to be pretty ſucceſsful at my preachment, as the ſole of this 
ſermon will teſtify. I have been a great man for the news, 
as the Shavers commonly are,. and, - among other fine pa- 
pers, I uſually took in the St. Zames's Chronicle, a paper 
that is filled in all the four corners; but if you aſk with 
what, on my word, I muſt refer you to people of greater 
penetration than I am to find that out, Well I paid, and 
J read to no purpoſe for a long while; but at laſt I chanced 
to py © An Extract of a Letter from Oxford,” and I wot 
it pleaſed me mightily. . - 


It told us how that ( Six young men were expelled the 
& univerſity for holding Methodiſtical tenets, and for 


& praying, reading, and expounding the ſcriptures in a 
% private houſe,” Well, thought I, that is well enough: 
but then 1 did not ſo much approve of the principal crime 
of thoſe called Methodiſts, being ſaid to be reading and ex- 
pounding the ſeriptures, &c. thought I, that is going too 
far. But, not long after, I happened to ſee another ac- 


count from Oxford, wrote by Oæonienſis; and that account 


made me reſolve upon ſomething. For he tells us, that one 
of the Six was formerly a Publican, another had been 3 


Blackſmith, a third had been a Barber, and a fourth had 


been. a Teacher ina Sho...... 
Well, you muſt. know my grandfather was a publican, 


_— . 


my uncle a blackfmith, and I myſelf am a ſhaver, which is 


by interpretation a barber, and my eldeſt fon, à promiſing 
lad, is deſigned for a ſchoolmaſter : therefore ſeeing the 
honours of our family caſt down into the puddle by the 
arrogance of Oxonion prieſts, I began to grow ſurly upon it; 
but did not yet think of preaching. What brought me to 
that was, finding from the learned Oæxonienſis, that thoſe 
young men preached without orders. Then, thought J, I 
will even have a trial at it myſelf. Well, you muſt know 
we have a good ſort of a fellow to our parfon; a gentleman 


who loves his bottle and his friend, if it was for a whole 


night together, and there is never a youth in all the pariſh 
who will ſing a merrier catch than himſelf, nor tell a pre- 


tier ſtory ; with him J am pretty familier, and I thought 1 | 


9. 0 a2. an ZE x 


upon eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, the V——e C 
Heads of Houſes, may preſent me to ſome good benef: e, 


x 
would even borrow his Sunday's ſtile, and his orthodox 
plan, knowing him to be a true churchman, and I would 


try what I could do at preaching, But I had certainly been 


diſappointed in an audience, if an happy imagination had 
not befriended me; but no ſooner had I beſtirred my ima- 
gination, than I was wafted from Clarely-Common to the 
great hall at 0 -d, before the —e C 7 And 
the Heads of Houles, to whom, af er I had mounted the 
roftrum with the uſual formality, I preached the following 
{ermon : 7 | ; 
Concerning which I would have it obferved, 


1. That I pretend not to. juſtify any part of the Metho- 


diſts conduct, beſides praying to God, reading, expounding 


the ſcriptures, and ſinging hymns, &c, 


2. That I cenſure none of the clergy, but ſuch as are 
againſt praying, reading, and cxpounding the {criptures, 


7 


and {iinging hymns, | 


3. That whoever this coat is found to fit, I would have 
the gentleman put it on, and wear it as his own ; aſfurins 


_ himſelf that it was made for him, and that, though a ſhaver, 


I am his taylor, . | 

4. That, perhaps, in gratitude for my great pains, and tie 
new hints given in this fermon, which may cait a hight 
— , and 


D 


And they may depend on it that 1 ſhall ſhave the pari!' - 


10ners handſomely as any of 'em. 
Thus, reader, I have told you all about it; and have only 


to add, that after I had, at leiſure hours, wrote my ſermon 


fairly out, I carried it to a bookſeller, expecting that he 
would be as fond of it as I was, which I believe is a caſe 
Tory common with us authors; but he drew up his ſhoul- 


ders, looked ſour upon it, and ſaid, he feared it was too 


coarle for this polite age. But I aſſured him that the ſtile 
was quite Clerical, being borrowed from the pariſh prieſty 


and what he might hear in many pulpits, if he would onlp 


travel for it; ſo he agreed to take my word rather than be 
at the expenze and trouble of ſeeking for further proof, and 
it was ſent to the preſs to furniſh 104 with half an hour 
entertainment, and pleafe , 5 
Your humble Servant, 
THE SHAVN ER, 


— 2a Dn 
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Having. the honour of addreffing fo learned a 


body, with bands ſo white, gowns ſo black, 
and caps fo orthadox, I take the liberty of 
ſtriking a little from the common road of 
preaching; and as this is a ſingular occafion, I 
ſhall make free with a fingular text. 


You know, my beloved, it is the way of moſt 


_ preachers to chooſe ſome paſſage of ſcripture 
for their text, which having diſtinflly read 
twice over, you hear no more of the bible 


till the ſermon is finiſhed ; but are entertain- - 
ed with ſuch a lecture as you may find in a 


news-paper, price two-pence halfpenny. But 
I have the honour of departing alittle from 
this general rule, and ſhall be the firſt who, 


takes his text from a news-paper, and illuſ- ©) 
rates his doarine by ſcripture hiſtory ; and 
| having broken the ice, as we uſed to ſay, I 


expett to have many ingenuous followers. 
You will find our text in St. James's Chron: - 
cle for Thurſday, March 19, 1768, No 1099. 


Printed by Henry Baldwin, at the Printing— 
Office, White-Friars, Fleet-Street. Wherein, 


if you will pull your news- papers out of your 
pockets, you may read with me the follow- | 


ing ann. 


in, 
dur 
OW = 


.and Mr. 


E 
ExTRact of a LETIER from Oxror-. 
On Friday laſt fix ſludents belonging to Edmund 


Hall were held the unt ver fi- of er an hear- 
ing of ſeveral! hours before Mr. Vice Chancellor, 
and ſome of the Head of Hut, for holding 


| Methodiflical tenels, aud king 1 en than to 
pray. read. and exp und tet fo plus. ef 


hymns in a private houje. The of thr 


d:/:nded ther doctrinet, un is ii . Ar- 


ticles f M The or 57s and ſpire in ihe 
1 11 o | | | 

lighieſt lerm it fe an | oxen, blarinef; of 
thar li ves; bu Cs 1.4. L 0ver-rTuled, and 
fentence pronoun 0,32? "ft lim. Dr.—, 


one of the Loans Houfes preſent. of ſerved, that 
as theſe fix ge whemen Were expe led for ha n 
too much re! 5 it world ve very proper to en- 
qui re into (ie conduct of foniewho had too little ; 
-was heard to tell their chief ac- 
cuſer, that the untverſuly as odliged to him for 
is good wo) . 
UR text is indeed ſomewhat too long; but 
then, my beloved. we have the more 


matter to work upon ; and you know this is a 
day in which invention is not very briſk, eſpe- 
cially among the gentlemen clergy. But 


We proceed to proſecute our ſubject aſter 


the old orthodox plan ; namely, 


I. To go over our te xt by way of explication. 
11. Deduce a notable point of doarine from 
it, v2z. that this act of the V—e Cr, 
and ti: Heads of the Houſes, is de en- 
ible from the conduct of the ciergy in 
all ages, and in all countries, 
A3 


_- 


III. Conclude lb f ſpecla application. 
I. Explain our text. In doing which I muſt 
divide it into very {mall parcels. even as 
the ſkilful furgeon does the fleſh of a 
hanscd malelattor, when he diſſects an 
organ. And in the 
_ Firſt place, Extract of a letter from Oxford. 
This Oxford, my beloved, is a city in the 
Weſt of England, notable fora great univerſity; 


i. e. a place of learning, and it would do you 


good to ſee the numbers of hopeful young gen- 
tlemen who come from all parts of England i in 
purſuit of learning, infomuch that all the col- 


leges are frequently crowded. But you will fay, 


What do they learn? To which I anſwer in the 


negative, as being much eaſier than the affirm- 


ative. For it appears from our text that there 
are ſome things which they do not learn. 
(1) Praying :=I mean, they do not, in com- 


mon, learn to pray to God. It ſeems, this is no 
part of the approved exercifes of the ſtudents 


in that univerſity: for, ſays our text, Six young 


gentlemen were expelled the univerſily for praying. 


From whence we may draw this inference : vz. 
That if the Vice Chancellor, and the Heads of 
Houles, expelled thele {1x offenders for praying 


to God, it is natural to ſuppoſe, that they are 


not guilty of that crime themſelves ; otherwiſe, 
they would fall under that reproof, Rom. ii. 1. 
(2.) To read and expound the ſcriptures is 
another thing which ſeems to be there prohi— 
bited. Whether Rocheſter's Poems, Triſtram 
Shandy and ſuch books are eſteemed orthodox, 


7 


* 


and therefore to! lerated. 1 pretend not to ſav; 
but one thing is clear ſrom! our test, that read- 
Tg and expounding the ſcriptures is againll the 
O xonion law; for Six young gentlemen. WETE er- 
helled the univerſe; y for reading and exp wRding 
te forrptures. 

3. ) Singing of hymns is another thing u hich 
they do not learn: this is allo clear from the 
words. By linging of hymns. I mean praiſing 
o God for bie bogs received. according to Col. 

: 16. Let the wor d of Chrijt dwell in you richly 
272 all | wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing One ang 
ther in pjalms, and hymns, and ſprritual ſongs, 
finging wth grace in your hearls to ihe Lord. But 
finging of pfalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual 
ſongs, cannot be connived at in the univerſity 
by the Heads of Houſes; for. Six young men 
were expelled the univerſity for ſinging of liymns. 
Note. This was an extract of a Letter from 
Oxford; which ſhews, that there be ſome people 
there who can write, notwithſtanding all the re- 
flections that have paſt upon them ; and that al- 
though reading id dangerous there, yet an Oxo- 
nian may write with impunity, 

II. Laſt Friday: the beiter day, the better 
deed. Friday you know, is a faft day; on which 
it was fitteit to go about a work of this import- 


ance; when the judgment was not fettered with 


bodily g grofſneſs, but purged by an empty belly. 

Loſt Friduy: At was not a thing that happened 
in tne dark ages of Monkiſh ignorance. but what 
has h ppened in this en/zghtened age of CHRIS“ 
IANI TY. It was not when the univerſity was 


Wa, 
tied hand and foot by Pop: prejudices, and 


the Heads of Houſes were obliged to ſubmit to 
their hetters; but it was Laſt Friday, the att 


and deed of Proc ant Divincs. 

III. Szæ Students — What a miracle was it, 
my beloved, that. out of ſo many hundreds of 
ſtudents as are at 0% d only Six ſhould be 
found guilty of praying. reading. and expound- 
ing the {criptures. This ſhews the faithfulneſs 
of their vigilant tutors in guarding them againit 
ſuch pernicious practices. Now, from this, 


_ovlerv Th 


That there were hut Six ſtudents of all the 
wiv ert ty, who could be detected in th zoſe cvils 
of praying. 3 much to the honour Of that 


Jearned body. 


2. That thoſe Six being expelled;—now there 


are none left in all the colleges who take upon 
them to pray. read, and expound the ſcriptures: 
therefore gentlemen may with ſafety fend their 


ſons to that fountain of learning. without fear- 
ing that they will become religious; there be- 
ing none left now to enfnare them 
IV. They all belonged to Edmund Hall 
It ſeemsthey loved to be together: from whence 
it may be gathered that they loved one another. 
A fault which the Heathens accuſed the Chriſ— 
tians of old with, but from which mankind in 
eneral are now pretty iree. It appears as it this 
'Edmund-Hall was the only place at O rd in 
which praying people were to be found. But 
it is hoped that the governors of the Hall will 


be mulct for their careleſinels in ſuflering the 
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ſtudents to read the bible and to enquire after 
religion, ſeeing it is contrary to the ſenſe of 
this univerſity. 


V. Were expelled the uni ver ſity. Deprived of 
the rights and privileges of the king's loving 
fubjeQs, or, as the word ſignifies, they were 
drove out, forced away, apd baniſhed from the 
univerſity. This religious act was performed 
by the Vice- Chancellor, after an hearing of ſe- 


veral hours. I remember when biſhop Hooper 


was ſent for by queen Mary, the pious biſhop of 
London and my Lord Chancellor being deter- 
mined to have him burnt; but yet, to make a 
ſhew of juſtice, they would give him a hearing, 
withal reſolving not to ſwerve from their bloody 
deſign. So in like manner, our venerable tu— 
tors were determined not to ſuffer praying he x- 


ons to breathe the univerſity air; yet, being ti- 


ed to form, they would give them an hearing. 
An hearing bee, hours — Ah! my beloved, 


ye may ſee how remarkably the ſcriptures are 


fulfilled in that learned body of divines ; where 
it ſays, Hear ye indeed, but underſtand not; ſee 


ye indeed, but perceive not. 


VI. We come to the crime for which they 
were expelled the univerſity; and I wot it was 
an heinous crime indeed. This would appear 
without illuſtrating it from the charaQter of the 


expellers ; namely, Mr. Vice-Cnancellor, and 
the Heads of Honſes. But as I love to re- 


move every hillock out of the way. for your 
better information I ſhall explain it. What was 
their crime then, my beloved, think your Was 
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10 
it drinking? No, 15 it ad not drinking, or 
they were very temperate. Was it whoring then, 
the common practice of many ſtudents? No, it 
was not whoring neither; for their lives are ſaid 
to have been very exemplary. I wiſh, my be- 


loved, it had been no worfe. But what was it 
then? Was it ſwearing. and fighting, and abuſing 


their fellow ſtudents? No, for they ſhunned 


the other ſludents, as a wiſe man will hun an 
attorney: thus much may be gathered from our 
text, which intimates, that they met together a- 


mong themſelves. But it was praying: iat, my 
beloved, was one part-of their crime. Six young 
men were expelled the Univerſity for praying. For 


Mr. V—e C—, and the Heads of Houles will 
ſuffer no praying people to continue in the uni- 


verſity. „ | - | | 
Reading and expounding the ſcriptures was 
another part of the crime. But what, in the name 


of the Pope, can ſtudents have to do with the 
"ſcriptures ? What pity is it that the bible is not 


locked up in the Vatican. But letting that pals, 
we find that learning to expound the {ſcriptures 
is no part of the employment of the ſtudents, 


\ Six young men being expelled the unzver fily, or 
reading and expounding the ſcriptures. . 


M' hat added to their guilt was, that they car- 
ricd their guilt to a prevate houfe, But what can 


private people have to do with religion; ought 


not they to do, as their forefathers did? namely, 
give up their conſciences and underſtandings to 


the guidance of their venerable pricft ? Is it not 


enough that gentlemen in black know, and un- 


ES 
„ 
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derſtand religion, but every private perſon muſt 


be dabbling in it, contrary to the ſenſe of this 


_ univerſity? I wot, my beloved, that the clergy 


cannot thrive as they do. if every private boule 
muſt become a worſhiping temple; but it is 
thought there is little reaſon to fear this, ſeeing 
our text informs us that the doQtors of the uni— 
verſity are determined to prevent it; for S:x 
young men dere expelled the Wee 9 for being 


religious in a private houſe. 


VII. Another part of their crime was, that 
they held Methodijtical tenets. This ſame metho- 
diſt, my beloved, is a cramp word, gathered 
out of old books, by men of learning, and ap- 
plied to ſuch who pray, read, and expound the 
ſcripture, and ſing hymns in private houſes. A 
people never to be tolerated by the clergy. 
You'll obſerve, that this ſame hard word, which 


the nation has long run with, firſt of all was gi- 


ven to the fons of Eſculapius as a name of ho- 
nour, and abont thirty years ago, was by learned 
men raiſed up as the witch of Endor (who ſeems 
to have been a clergywoman too) raiſed the 
gholt of old Samuel. 

Thoſe ſame ſons of Eſculapius 1 were phy ici. 
ans, . and . eee in their day 


12244. 


5 * JW | 
by the diftates' of nature without the abſtruſe 
methods of art. At laſt there aroſe a great man, 
and his name was Galen, a mighty man for dif. / 


ſetting of apes; for it ought to be obſerved, 


that in his days, in pagan lands there were very 


few criminals who deſerved death, and fewer 


ſtill who were given to the ſurgeons. Well, 


what ſhould he do, think you ? why, my beloved, 
being bleſt with better ſtars at his nativity than 


his predeceſſors, he took their confaſed and 


immethodical practices, and reduced them into 
method, 2. e. form and order. Well, this great 


man being principal of the College of Phyſicians, 


he taught his pupils to obſerve orderly rules, 


otherwiſe method, from whence his diſciples were 


in honour called methodiſts. So much for learn- 
ing; now for doarine. 0 
Then, my beloved, the caſe ſtands thus ; a- 


mongſt the clergy there always have been a 


great number who did not love praying, ſinging 
of hymns, reading and expounding the fcrip- 


tures; the like may be ſaid of the ſtudents.— 
What they aimed at was a good living without 
much work; and as one in a certain place ſays, 


Thoſe men care not if the Devil take the flock, pro- 


vided they can have but the fleece. On the other 
hand, there have been fome who loved to pray, 


to ſing hymns,” to read and expound the ſcrip- 


tures, who, if they were not permitted to do it 
in public: houſes or churches, would do it in 
private houſes, to the no ſmall diſgrace of the 
gentlemen. Well, my beloved, theſe 
are they who have been called methodiſts, fana - 


other 
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ticks, and enthuſiaſts. Now a word or two a- 
bout their tenets, and then I diſmils this head; 
for really their tenets, being deſtructive of 
Per, muſt by no means be encouraged. 
Firſt, and foremoſt. they think that a man 
ou; 11 to attelt no articles of faith, but what he 
believes to be true. EL 
2. They think that a man ought not to pro- 
feſs to my lord-biſhop, that he believes all the 
thirty-nine articles of the eftabliſhed church to 
be the true faith of the goſpel, when he ſecretly 
believes in his heart that they are falſe. 
T 3 They think that a man ſhould not profeſs. 
a to his lordſhip, that he is moved by the holy 
ghoſt to deſire the office of a deacon, when he 
\ cConſiders it in his heart as deluſion akd enthu- 
ſialm for any man to pretend to be moved by 
; the holy gholt in theſe days. 
4. They think that after a man has ſubſcrib- 
ed the thirty-nine articles, and ſolemnly ſwore 
that he believes them, chat he ſhould not go 
and preach doctrines direttly oppoſite to the 
| faid articles. 
F. They think that no man ought to be per- 
* mitted to enter the pulpit whoſe life and con- 
verſation is drfſolute. 
Theſe, with a great many tenets beſides e- 
qually ridiculous to maintain, and therefore, 
3 tolerated by the king and parliament, 
the Heads of Houles will never cndure them | in 
the univerſity. 
VIII. The—of the—defonled their Jtfrines: 
by the tharly-nine articles of the eſtabliſhed church, 


| 
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I wot, I fear me 1 that this doctor is 
himſelf tinctured with methodiſtical tenets; for 
nobody now-a- days, beſides methodiſts, &c. 
conſider the thirty- nine articles of the eſtabliſh- * 
ed church as any teſt of dottrine; as for the 
clergy, it is well known that they are moſtly di/- 

enters from the dottrine of the articles and pray- 


_er-book. Ah! beloved, if the truth was known, | 


it would be found that the ſame- prays to 
God, and reads his bible, or how elſe ſhould he 
take part with thoſe young men which the 
Heads of Houſes expelled the univerſity for 

praying, reading, and expounding the ſcriptures. } t 


Beſides, he would not have ſpoken ſo highly of c 


their piety and exemplarinels of their lives, as a 


the text tells us he did, ſeeing the ſenſe of the h. 


univerſity was, that their praying, reading, &c. ve 
was viſcious. I fear me, my beloved, that if fo 
the Heads of Houſes do not keep a good look- 

out after this ſame doctor, it will be difficult for be 
them to keep the univerſity clear from ſuch as no 
pray, and read, and expound the ſcriptures; in 
but his notion was over-ruled. What is one me- c: 


thodiſt among a hoſt of divines? ' fide 


Thus, my beloved, I have gone through the gi, 
firſt part of my plan, and ſhall proceed to the for 
ſecond. VV . ſom 

II. Namely, to raiſe a notable point of doc- muc 


trine from it; which is this viz, That the con- to ce 
duct of the Heads of the Houſes, in expellingty w 
the ſix young men for praying, reading and ex-thei 
_ pounding the ſcriptures, is defenſible, from the II 
conduct of the clergy of all ages and countries#mp: 


whatſoever ſnarling perſons may ſay. br Ou 


M 
To clear this I ſhall produce four inſtances ; 
all of which I ſhall take out of that old antiquat- 
cd book called the ſcripture. A book which ſets 
forth the true ſpirit of the univerſity doctors to 
- the very life. The . 
- Ilſt. Of which inſtances we have in the book 
„ of Daniel, chap. iii. wherein ſome tranſattions 
o | of the eſtabliſhed church at Babylon are record- 
e <ed; concerning which I would make the follow- 
e ing notes: 
r I. That the religon, by law eſtabliſhed, was 
2 the religion of the golden image which Nebu— 
of chadnezzar, at the requeſt of the clergy, made 
as and ſet up in the plains of Dura. A place, my 
he beloved, which, if we may give credit to tra- 
c. vellers, very much reſembles the plains of Ox- 
it ford. „„ 
ok- II. The clergy, who you know have always 
for been wonderfully fond of a golden god, would by 
Was no means ſuffer an act of toleration to be paſſed 
es; in favourofmethodiſts and diſſenters; but. on the 
me- contraty, got un att of parliament on their ben 
fide, enjoining the ſtricteſt uniformity in reli— 
the gion, and threatening death to all diflenters : 
the for it ſeems this prince was too caſy, and like 
ſome of our former princes in England, was ſo 
doc- much afraid of the clergy, that he was obliged 
con- to conform, and ſo eſpouſed an att of uniformi- 
Uingty which they hoped would bring good griſt to 
Jex their mill, verſe 6. Es 
n the III. This law eſtabliſhed, the clergy were 
tries impatient to have the objetts of this great King 
brought to the teſt; which they thought butt to 
bent B 2 
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do by appointing a public feaſt, on which it was 
required that every man and mother's ſon ſhould 
fall down before, and worſhip this golden god 
ſet up by the King, as the tool of the parſons. 
IV. That there were four degrees of learned 
men, whom, I ſuppole, dwelt in the univerſity 
at Babylon: firſt, there were magicians, who 
were, with them, the ſame as doQors of div1- 
nity are with us in our univerſities : ſecondly, 
there were aft ologers, or men of learned ſcien- 
ces, much the fame with our maſllers of arts: 
thirdly, there were ſorcerers, who I ſuppoſe 
were either fellows of the college, or bachelors 


i 


of arts, appointed to be tythe-gatherers : and 


fourthly, there were chaldeans or ſtudents of 
their divinity, and other fine arts: and, 


V. And that all thoſe gentry were very vigi- 


lant in diſcovering and informing againſt dif- 
ſenters, verſe 8. Wherefore at that time ceriain 
Chaldeans came near and accuſed the Jews. That 
is to ſay, certain young ſtudents, being ſpurred 
on to it by their tutors who cared not to appear 
in fuch a dirt} affair themſelves, and ſo forth. 
I. Strict as the laws were, there were ſome 
who took upon them to pray to God, like thoſc 
ſix young gentlemen who were expelled the 


_ univerſity for praying. But what were they 


think you ? why truly, they were e diſlenters anc 
methodilts, for they would not conform to th 


form of worſhip by law eſtabliſhed, therefor 


were diſſenters; and they were methodiſts, 
ray ing to God 8 a man a W 
But w bat followed, trow ye? W hy, as ſoon : 


as 
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they were ſound out to be nonconformiſts, the 
doctors of divinity accuſed them of rebellion ; 
and had the king been as fond of burning d1l- 
{enters as their reverences were, theſe men had 
in a trice been executed, without having ano- 
ther chance for their lives. But he was no: 
quite fo fiery, but gave them another trial; it 
YOu 1 read the chapter through, you'll tee the 
upihot of it, and how the doctor of the uni- 
veriity were confounded, and the diſſenters 
were re-admitted to the king s favour; for God 
al 0 work for them. | 

{ pals on to the days of Darius ; a prince who 
bad a praying nobleman for his firſt miniſter of 
ſtate, and, for ought I know to the contrary, 
he might be lord of the treafury, as well as the 
chancellor of the empire. His name was Da— 


mie}, and by birth a Jew. Well, my beloved, 


being ſo very great, he was grievouſſy envied by 


the inferior placemen. though they kept it ſe— 


cret, and ſpoke him fair te his f ace; and he was 
very much abuſed by GOT 2 who were out of 


place. If we may judge of ancient times from 


what appears in ages more modern, we may 
{uppoſe that the times took a turn ſomething like 
the following : 

One man cries out ink his being a favour- 
ite, and being too intimate with the queen or 


queen's mother as their kin fmen do upon ſimi- 


Jar occaltuns ; another complains of his being a 
foreigner, and a captive, ſo highly dignified, 
whilſt the natives were 2 neglected : perhaps their 
news papers might be ſtuffed wich Clainvurs a- 
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gainſt the exotic favourite; and the incenſed 
mob might be taught to cry out, Liberty and 
Babylon for ever—but no jew—no favourite 
no captive. Well, my beloved, all the inns and 
outs might have fretted themſelves to death, 
without being able to do any thing againſt this 
prime miniſter, this fame Daniel, the king's fa- 
vourite, if they had not applied to the principal 
clergy. the Heads of Houſes. But I tro the rever- 
end dottors, the magicians, the maſters of the art 


of aſtrology, &c. &c. no ſooner embarked in 


the popular cauſe, but they were more than a 
match for the favourite, who had fallen by 
means of their reverences, if the Almighty had 


had as little to do with him. as he has to do with 


the greateſt part of the clergy. 


Well, my beloved. the Heads of Houſes and 
the diſaffekted ſtateſmen met all together, and 


conſulted what was the beſt way to overturn the 
ſtate of this praying favourite. But the conduct 
of Danie] was ſo excmplary. that they knew 
they ſhould be able to find nothing wrong in 


him unleſs they could entrap him in matters of 
religion. Therefore having hrlt perſuaded the 


king, that the church was in danger, they urged 
the neceſſity of a law being made, prohibiting 
any man's praying unto God. Well, Darius the 
king was not ſuch a novice in politics, but he 


knew the neceſſity of having the clergy on his 


ſide, and therefore he could not ſee into that 
part of their myſterious divinity, made the de- 


cree according to the plan concerted by that 


learned body. 


— 


,,, woo as: : ac, 


OED 


325 


2 
5 
EF 
757 
255 
i 
þ LH 
. 9 
* 
* 
» 
. 


T 
But it is thought that he would have ſtrained a 
point with them, it he had known that they 
were aiming at the life of his faithful favourite, 
But how {iii theſe bibliſts are; for this Da- 
niel went on praying to God, reading and ex- 


pounding the ſcriptures in a provat? houſe, not- 


withſtanding the king had under the direction 
of the clergy ordained otherwiſe ; this was e- 
nough to have provoked the Heads of Houſes 
to have expelled him the uni ver ſi y had he belong- 
ed to it, but he not belonging to it. they were 
obliged to be ſatisfied with puting him to death 
without expelling him. 

Now leſt any ſhould object to the clergy hav- 
ing the honour of deviſing this ſcheme. becauſe 
there is no notice taken of them in hiſtory, let 


it be obſerved, that it was never known that 


many great men. or noblemen, were ever gi- 


d . _ a” 6 


ven to interfere in religious matters, and flatef- 
men in all ages have been wiſe enough to take 
up with the religion which the prieſts have pre- 


ſcribed to them; therefore what you give of ho- 


Nour to any body in this affair, let it be given 


to the clergy. And I pals on to make a com- 


pariſon betwixt that affair and this before us. 
I. They could find no occaſion of fault in 


Daniel; ſo it was with the fix young men who 
were expelled the univerſity, for their lives 
were ſaid to be pious and exemplary. 


II. They thought they might entrap him in 


ſome matters concerning the law of his God. 
So likewiſe thele young men, though they were 


no whoremaſters, no gamblers, no dr unkards, 
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the Heads of Houſes. &c. 


| was Hirſt compilec 7 5 M Oles, 


E 
yet they could be trapped! in matters relat- 
ing to their Cod. 

III. This ſame Daniel, notwith ſanding the 
penalty denounced in the edict againſt any who 
ſhould take upon them to pray to "God, perverſ- 


&- 


ly. rebelliouſly. and obl ſtinately perfiſted | tn his 


uſual apoſtolical puritanical. nonconformiſtical, 
and methodiſtical manner of praying to God in 
a private houfe. So no douht but theſe fix 
young men knew that 1t was againſt the will of 
that any of the ſ{tu- 
dents under their care fhould pray to God in a 
private houſe; for. lavs our text, Six young 22 
were expelled the Unive. ſe: or praying, reading, 
and expoundrng the ſeripiures in a private houſe ; 


yet they perkiited 1 in it. 


Laſtly, under this bead. Daniel. prefident of 


the princes, kneeled upon his knees three times 


a day, and pray ed and gave thanks before bis 


God as aforetime. But how will you be able 
to find fuch puritanic condutt among our Bri- 

th noblemen? for I wot that a praying noble- 
mais Pretty near as great a rarity as a white 
crow upon Malvern bills. The. 


II. Inttance of a clerical condutt which gi es 


countenance to the late att of the Heads © 


Houſes, 1 ſhall bring from the clergy of tha 


famous univerfity at Jerufalem. in the days o 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. In the ettabliſhed churc! 
of Judea there were articles of faith and a car 
on law. which all tte cl roy profeiled to beliey: 
regard. and defend, Fats confeſſion of fai. 
he founder of th 


to eſtabliſh their own traditions. 


21 
church, and afterwards "Cited and confirmed 
by Ezrah and Nchemiah, their two principal 
reformers ; even as the thirty-nine articles of | 
the eſtabliſhed church were ratified and con- 
firmed by our Evglith reformers. I know you'll 
be ready to think that the clergy deemed it an 
honour to tread in the ſteps of thoſe pious re- 
formers ; but I trow, my beloved, ye are great- 
ly miſtaken ; for the Head of Houfes of the unt- 
verſity at Jeruſalem even did as many others 
have done ſince, make the commandment void 
Perhaps vou 
will be readv to ſtartle like the cows in July, 
when bit by the envious flies, when ye hear of 
a univerſity at Jeruſalem : but I aſſure you, it 


was there that the doctors (i. e, teachers) of the 


law dwelt, and there law was their divinity, 

Now, where do the neighbouring dogs delight 
to refort ſo much as to a place where the car- 
caſe is? or where ſhall we fee ſuch ſwarms of 
reverend dottors as at the univerſity ? Thoſe 
pharaſces, thofe lawyers, thofe ſcribes, and 
thoſe doctors were all gownlinen ; but wh ether 


2 
they wore the very {ume uniforms with the gen- 


tlemen of Oxford univerſity, my author does 


not ſay. Yet this much may be gathered from 
the hiltory. that if that wandering Jew, who 
they ſay has lived ever lince the” times I am 


ſpeaking of. ſhould chance in his travels to call 


at Oxford, he would think upon his 1 


that from 1 manners of the men it was old 


ruſalem riſen again from Its ruins. But we * f 
drop this, and come to the matter in hand, which 
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22 
is, to give a juſt A Ok of & thoſe clergy, that 
you may ſee that the Heads of Houſes have not 
departed a jot from the rules of their clerical 
anceſtors. 

The Jeruſalem elergy finding that their livs 
ing depended upon ſubſcribing the articles giv- 
en by Moles, and the homilies compiled by the 
prophets. they could, for the ſake of a venerable 
reputation, and a fattiſh living, or, as ye would | 
ſay, for the good of the church, very readily ſub- 
ſcribe and atteſt them upon oath, tho' many of 
them, called ſadducees, did not believe any 
thing about them. Now not to take notice of 
the vulgar opimon, viz. that there are a great 
many ſadducees in our univerſities, I cannot 
but obſerve the weakneſs of thoſe who blame 
ſuch of the clergy who ſwear to articles they do 
not believe, ſeeing that was the practice of the 
clergy of the firſt eſtabliſhed church that was in 
the world. 

About ee more than. 1700 vears ſince, 
there arofe ſome diflenters, who made a great 
ſtir among the people, and brought great unea- 


fineſs upon the clergy. I do not mean that 
_ thoſe were diſſenters from the articles of faith 
which was of old given to the ſaints; but they 
were diſſenters from the clergy, and did not 


fpare to detect their errors, both in principles 


and practice; a practice which our modern me- 
thodiſts are ſaid to be guilty of, to the great 
concern of the Heads of Houſes: 


Thoſe were lay-men, not regularly educated 
at the univerſity, and who took upon them to 
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preach without receiving authority from the 
archbrſhop of Jeruſalem ; I think his name was 
Caiaphas, and I wot he was primate of all ]u- 
dea. Well, thole men were not only lay-men, 
but even the riff-raff of them, even fiſhermen : 
note, they were not attorneys or merchants 
clerks; nor were they chymiſts, nor apotheca- 
ries, but fiſhermen. And yet they preached, 
and yet they expounded the ſcriptures, to the 
great confuſon of the holy trade of prieſtcraft. 
The eſtabliſhed church was now thought to 
be in danger. And how it could be thought ſo 
was ſomething ſtrange, ſeeing thoſe praying and 
reaching diffenters proved all their doctrine 
Bin the articles and homilies given by Moſes 
and the prophets, the ſame as our modern me- 
thodiſts prove their dottrines from the articles 
and homilies of the church of England; and the 
church of England has been thought in no ſmall 


danger from thele ſame methodiſts, upon 


grounds equally ſubſtantial. Believe me, my 


beloved, the reverend, the learned, the edt: 


Dottor Gacheoves al was not the firſt, nor the laſt, 
who was grieved for fear of the church. But he 


is dead and gone, therefore I return to the 


clergy at Jeruſalem); and ye cannot but remem- 
ber how active they were in procuring the de- 


ſtruction of Jeſus Chriſt, and, when he was riſ- 
en from the dead and aſcended i into glory, they 


ahbated nothing of their zeal for their eſtabliſhed 
church. 


For no ſooner were they aware of the power 


| of the apoltles dottrine (by 0e I mean 
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thoſe who took upon them to pray, read, and 
1118 expound the ſcriptures in private houſes, as 
| | you may lee in the {ſubſequent part of the biſto- 


| ry) as theſe fix men who were expelled the u- 

* niverſity are ſaid to have done. Seeing, I ſay, 

| 3 their extraordinary fervour in preaching, they 
| | cried out againſt them as perſons drunk with 
* 


| new vine, by which we may underſtand enthu- 

118 fraſm. Adds il. 3. Well, my beloved, this is che 
(NE very cry of the clergy againſt all ſuch as preach 

| Jeſus and the reſurrection, and from their | 
1 mouths the vulgar catch the ſound; ſo that 
lf with many, a methodiſt, an enthuſiaſt, a diffent- 

| er, and a fanatick, are thought to be ſynoni- 
NL mous terms. From hence we may learn, that 

|| ſlander may as well be thrown out in a ſermon 

| as in a farce, and will iſſue with as good a 

| grace from a pulpit as from a theatre. But no 

if more of this, becauſe our ume draws towards 
* the other end. 

It is very remarkable how zealous thoſe gen- 


ll tlemen of the gown, who aimed no higher than | 
* a good fat benefice, have always ſhewed them- 
| ſelves when the doGrine of Chriſt in its fimpli- ' 
if city hath been preached ; for why ? truly be- 1 
i ; 


cauſe it lays the axe to the root of the tree of 
i prieſtcraft, and throws down the importance of 0 
| the parlon into the dirt. If the clergy were all Þ 
i to obſerve the rules given by Chriſt to his di- 1 
ſciples in his ſermon upon the mount, where u 
would be all their riches and grandeur, their 
coaches, their livery-men, and their plate? © 

But ye know that theſe rules are different from 


ed, as: 
fix young men who were expelled the univer— 


256 1 
this craft, whereby we parlons get our wealth, 
as heaven is different from hell. But as prieſl⸗ 
craft is lucrative, it will be ſure to find ſup— 


porters, whilſt the houſes have got one head 


left upon them. 


In Acts v. we find that Peter and the reſt of 
his praying, reading, and ſcripture- expound- 
ing brethren, were brought before the Vice- 
Chancellor & the Heads of Houſes for a hearing, 


and after a hearing of ſeveral hours they took 
- counſel to flay them, v. 33. But there was one 
- Gamaliel, the head of a certain houſe, who 
ſided wich them, and probably proved their 
doctrine from the articles of the Jewiſh church 


as by law eſtabliſhed. 


1 trow this ſame Gama- 
liel was tinctured with the doctrine they preach - 


—ofk: who defended the faith of the 


ſity of ——for praying, &c. may be ſuppoſed 
ſecretly to have believed in the articles which 


he once ſubſcribed, though he dared not to a- 


vow bis faith openly. 
There is one thing in the account that is ſome- 


thing remarkable. namely, the wiſe motion of Dr. 
Gamaliel over-ruled the bloody deſigns of the 
prieſts; but it was not ſo at the other univer- 
ity, for altho '—of—defended and proved the 
methodiſtical dottrine from the 
church, and ſpoke highly of the plety and ex- 
, emplarineſs of their ly es his motion was over- 

ruled, and the fix young men were expelled. 


articles of tlic 


Another thing we may take n tice of, viz. 


thoſe ancient dottors had a law by which they 
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could put People to death for praying, reading, 
and expounding the ſcriptures ; but our uni- 


verſities have no ſuch law, or it is no way 


doubtful but that the ſame zeal which will, un— 


der a proteſtant government, expel the ſtudents 


of the univerſity for praying, &c. would, for 
the ſame reaſons, burn offenders at a ſtake, 


were they favoured with a popiſh king. So that 


if the Heads of Houſes were leſs bloody in their 
deſigns than their anceſtors, it is not to be im- 
puted to want of good-will, but to the protel- 
tant reſtraints which they are under. 

It would be endleſs, my beloved, to point 
out all the inſtances in which the Jewiſh, and 


the——clergy agree; I ſhall therefore leave 
them to another "occaſion, and ſhall paſs on to 
another very famous church in that part of the 
world, and after that I ſhall come nearer home, 


within our own ken. And, 
III. This famous church was the church of 
Diana at Epheſus; and I wot, in this church 


there was many a good living in the gift of the 
univerſity; and I trow, that the Heads of the 


Houſes were very careful that none ſhould en- 
Joy one of them unleſs he was well known to be 


a true fon of the church, that is to ſay, a pro- 


moter of the ſale of the ſhrines of Diana, and a 


worſhipper of the 1 image that fell down from 


Jupiter. 
This Diana was, in her day, a lady remarka- 


ble for hunting of ſtags, and ever ſince, her 


clergy have been as remarkable for the hunting 
of (not ſtags, but) a good benefice. Now, my 
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beloved, this ſame huntreſs was the perſonage 


worſhipped by moſt people of Aſia, and ſhe had 
many, very many clergy, who adored her for 
the ſake of gain: for by this craft we have our 
wealth, laid they. 5 
There was a famous univerſity for the training 
up of young gentlemen in the holy craft of 
making ſhrines for the goddeſs; and a lucrative 
craft they found it, my beloved, for they had it 
in their power to ſell a brazen ſhrine for a2 
golden price; a thing which others beſides them 
practiſe. 5 
This univerſity was at Epheſus, a very popu— 
lous city, where water was cheap, but fire very 
dear; and here were many colleges and halls 
ſor the training up of young men in the craft of 
getting wealth. Every hall had a Head, and 
over all the Heads of Houſes was a Vice Chan- 


cellor, the Rev. Dr. Demetrius by name. As 


for praying, reading, and expounding the ſcrip- 


tures, they meddled not with them, but were 


to the higheſt degree intent upon getting wealth, 
Well, they carried on this craft for many 
years, till at laſt there came ſome itinerant 


_ preachers to town, who made it their buſineſs to 


pray to God, to read and expound the {crip- 
tures, and ſing hymns in private houſes, contra- 
ry to the ſenſe of that univerſity. This was no 
{mall mortifi cation to the clergy, who very well 


| knew that if real religion, or praying, reading, 


and expounding the ſcriptures was tolerated, 


that it would put an end to their lucrative prieſt- 
craft, and their reverences would fall into dil- 
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grace. But, to prevent ſuch a cataſtrophe, the 
Rev. Dr. Demetrius, Vice Chancellor, aflem- 


bled the Heads of Houſes to conſult what was 


beſt to be done; and it was reſolved, nemine con- 
gradicente, to cry out, The Church was in 
danger; that under pretence of ſaving this 
church, they might fave their own profits. 
Well. they cried out, that The Church was 
77 danger, that The Church was in danger ; 


till they bad ſufficiently inflamed the rabble, 
then they laid hold of the itinerents, had them 


before the Heads of Houſes, who gave them 
ſuch treatment as praying people may expect to 
meet with from the clergy of the—. It hap- 
pened however, as in a late caſe, that there was 
one man of integrity and honour amonglt them, 
much like the Head of ——Hall, only with this 


difference, the one was a Notary-public, and 


the other is a gentleman j in holy orders. Well, 


this attorney, it ſeems, being recorder of the 


city, thought that the clergy carried their au- 
thority a little beyond the rules of decency ; a 
thing by no means uncommon for ſome gentle- 


men of the cap and gown. This town-clerk 


took up the caule of his itinerents, and in a ſpi- 


rited, ſenſible manner defended their conduct 
and tenets, not from the thirty-nine, but from 
the IEEE of natural religion and morality, 


and ſpake very highly of their piety and good 


behaviour. I cannot but remark, that in l 


affair the town-clerk was more ſucceſsful than B. 
the gentleman who pleaded the cauſe of the {ix 


methodiſts at Oxford; the former over-ruled 
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ſity clergy over-ruled the motion of the latter 
according to our text: for though he defended 
their dottrine from the thirty-nine articles of 
the eſtabliſhed church, and ſpoke very highly 
of their piety and the exemplarinefs of their 


lives, Theſe ſiæ young men were expelled the uni- 


ve i ly for praying, reading, and expounding the 
[criptures, and for ſinging hymns in a private 
houſe. For why? why truly, my beloved, be- 
cauſe praying. reading, and expounding the 
ſcriptures 1s not the craft by which we get our 
wealth. For proof of this propoſition I refer 
you to ſtubborn facts; viz. that you ſhall ſel- 
dom fee a divine who makes a point of praying, 


reading, and expounding the icriptures, and of 
Gnging hymns in private or public houſes, who 
keep their equipages, or poſſeſs your fat, fat 


livings. I wot, my beloved, that one drone eats 


more bone y than four laborious bees; for proof 


of this 1 refer you to the Rev. Dr. Pliny, an 
author of approved merit, and a great divine. 

But l paſs on to the four th eſtabliſhed church, 
the clergy of which, in all reſpetts, polleſſed 
the ſpirit of univerfity divines, or Heads of 
Houſes ; and I trow, it is a church of great pre- 
tenſions. the clergy of which are as infallible 


as che moſt holy mother pope Joan, that lady 


who was Chriſt's vicar, and Peter's ſucceſſor, 
and carried the keys of heaven, hell, and pur- 
gatory in her pocket, when ſhe was in her 
rime, and her moon ſhone at full. I gueſs 
y this time you know that I mean the good old, 
one catholic, roman, infellible, pontifical, uni- 


O3 


- — _—_— 


— — 


| 0 : 
verſal, mother church, ; in the boſom of which 
our foref athers of the ſurcingle llept ſo ſnug, 
wrapt,about with abbey lands as with warm 
blankets. Andif I may ſpeak the ſentiments 
of my fable brethren of the univerſity, we wiſh 
for the ſake of thoſe lands, that we were all 


fafe rolling in her warm 50 on. once more. But 


[ will not Leep \ you in ſuſpenſe about this. 

IV. Church, the conduct of whoſe clergy 
was lo near a-kin to the conduct of the clergy 
of—., In the days of Betfey, the veſtal queen, 

the clergy fulkered adn dilcontent. For why? 


Becauſe praying, reading, and ſeripture ex- 
pounding-people were ſuffered to live, and were 
<ryen tolerated in the univerſity, which was a 

kind of counterbalance to the emolument their 
reverences had enjoyed in the days of Mary of 


ſcarlet inemory ; for as ſoon as this orthodox 
lady had alcended the throne, matters took a 
very agrecable turn, andthe Right Rev. Bithops, 


Bonner, and Gardiner, began to work for the 
900 of the church, Like true-bred D—D—s 
they ſearched every corner of the Jand for mat- 


ter to work upon; and who ſhould they pitch 
upon, trow ye, but thoſe miniſters and others 
who prayed to God, read, and expounded the 


ſcriptures, and ſung hymns ? For thoſe clergy- 
men were much like unto others; they diſcou- 


raged p praying to any behdes red of their own 


cannonization; and as for the ſcriptures. th ey, 
found it for their intereſt that the fenfe of thein 
ſhould be concealed. And no doubt other peo 
ple of the ſame practices have reaſons e 


ponderous to affign for their conduct. 


nat - 
itch 
hers 
the 
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cou- 
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they 
hem likely to be ſoon upon a very reſpettable toot- 
ing. leeing no more than fix, 
onder of {tudents at Oxford took upon them 


to pray to God, to read, and expound the [crip- 


peo- 
ually 


„ 
E 
Who was Cranmer, my beloved? Why truly, 


though he was Pry of Engl: ind. he took 
upon him to pray, read, and exyound the ſer p- 
tures. and as one uch, acc ding the Jaws 


of Trent council he was expelled he convoca- 
tion, and burnt to death ax 


| an enemy to the 
. clergy. © Latimer, and Rid, v. 200 Rooper, 
and Taylor, and Bradford. and Hunter. and 


Philpot. & c. &c. &c. Were atl-of them Zuilty Cf 


tholeè heinous offences of pray ing. of re ac Ng, 


of expounding tne ſeriptures. and: nf anging 
of hymns ; the ſame crunes with which the Oy 
ford methodiſts were charged. and for 
they were expelled the univerſity. 

Thus, beloved. I have with much meaſure 
gone ſo fer through with my firit-prop:; led plan, 
won! from what © have advanced we may ralſe 

e e re marks: 

That tbe I irit of our D—D—s ha been 
the e in all ages, a noble ſpirit of oppolition 
to method! ſtical tenets: The magica 18, 

altrologers, the forcerers, and the abs deans, 
the ſcribes, the phariſees, the lawyers, the ad- 
ducees, ind the dottors, an the in makers, 
and the inquiſitors, and the roman biſhops, 
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the 


and the vice -hancetlors. and the heads of hk: 
ſes, are all of the fame religion; 


| 0 praying, 


namely lo op- 


Yea ling, and expoundtr 9 of the 
CYIPLUYES. 


2. That the ſlate af religion in our land js 


out of the vaſt 
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tures; ſo that it is s hoped, the many pariſhes in 


England will be likely to have parſons who will 


let their pariſhioners have their own way, and 
go quietly to hell without « iſturbing of them, 
Whereas was not care taken to ſuppreſs pray- 
ing people in the univerſity, we ſhould have the 
nation ſwarming with them, much to the detris 
ment of pet. 

hi is objervable that we have found out 


more fully what four of thoſe fix gentlemen 


were, ere they let foot in the univerſity ; one 
was a publican, another a ſmith, a third a bar. 
ber, and a fourth a teacher under W—y, as it 


is written by the Rev. Dr. Oxonienſis, Gazet- 


teer, No. 12499. April 8, 1768; and I wot, my 


beloved, though my Lindred are profeſſors of | 
ſuch arts, they are to be held as dangerous 


ſciences; therefore muſt not be tolerated by 


the clergy. | 
Firſt, and foremoſt, the cler gy has ſuffered 


much Aon ten from the blacklmith; and 


whilſt the bitterneſs of the loſs of the abbey | 
lands belcheth from our Romachs, we prunella 


gentlemen will never forgive the blackſmiths. 


Quære, For Why? Anſw. Becauſe he was a 


blackſmith's fon, Lord Thomas Cromwell by 


name, who tripped the church, that is to ſay, 
the clergy, of thoſe warm. thoſe ſat abbey lands. 


No more blackſmiths, I pray you now—we'll 


have none of them. Therefore Mr. V—-C—r 
did well in expelling the man, becaule he hath 
been a blackſmith. 


2. One other of them was a publican. i. e. a 


tax-gatherer; and I ſuppoſe, Mr, V—C—y 


33 
N thought that the difference betwixt lax: gather- 


Ing and tithe- -gathering being ſo very trifling, 
that aſter a young man had ſufficiently learned 
at home to gather taxes, it was quite needleſs 
for him to come to the univerſity to learn to 
+ gather tithes, I wot, my beloved, that the old 
| grudge betwixt the phariſees and publicans has 
not yet ſubſided. For, as the learned Oxoni- 
_ 7} enſes obſerves, the V Cr expelled a man the 
3 for baving been a publican. 

And in the next place, another had been 
a bar ber; that is to ſay, a Haber. Believe me 
it is dangerous to play with edge tools, and 
razors are keen things; but keenneſs muſt not 
be admitted at O—d. A ſhaver, if tolerated, 
jj might be as bad as a blackſmith : but no more 
of this; we'll have no more ſhavers, my be- 
loved. 
4. A fourth was a teacher in a ſchool, under 
© W—y. But who, or what, this ſame W—y is 

ed | Whether an hill, an old abbey, an holy college, 
nd | or an oak tree, the accurate Oxonienſis does not 
r, But this ſchoolmaſter who taught under 
* , be it what it will, was juſtly expelled. For 
bs. , 05 ? Becaule he departed lo very far from the 
"I Tule eſtabliſhed among ſtudents. The common 
F | rule oblerved by the hopeful young gentlemen 
df the gown is, hefore they have ſo much as 
ell learned the firſt leſſon of themſelves, they con- 
* tlude that they are able to teach others; wit 
's hels ſo many a dull parſon. But this man, 
hat though he had been accuſtomed to teach others, 
mean) debaled himſelf lo far as to receive in— 


84 
ſtruttions from 090 y E ſuch a mean opini- 
on of one's ſelf being no way likely to add 
weight to the importance of the parſon, muſt | 

not be tolerated. I ſhall not now ſay any more; 
intending ere long to write a commentary on the 
goſpel of Oxford, as written by the learned, the 
juſt, the accurate, and the Reverend Doctor | 


Oxontenſts, 


4 End of Part the Firſt, 
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A FU RT HER 7 
DEFENCE | 

* 
N . 
FERI ES TC RA F N, . 
Being a Practical Iinprovement of the SHAVER'S SER» | I 
MON on the Expuljion of Six Young Gentlemen from. 

the UNIVERSITY of Oxx0RD, for Praying, 01 
Reading, and Expounding the Scriptures, u 

. f V1 


LIAVING again taken my pen in hand in 

K the name of high CHURCH, I mult inform'th 

my readers, that my late endeavours to ſerve eo 

the clergy have been very acceptable to the fre 

world, and have had no {mall honours confer- fo 

red on them by men of reverence and ang 

for I am very credibly informed, that my Ser Ih | 

mon has had the honor of being grinned at . 
ſeveral ghoſtly guides of the D, D. rank, v@hc 
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more denominations . for it may be 
e; obſerved, that ſome dofors, who have never 
1e a ſurplice to wear, have of late years been very 
ne ſtrenuous for high church principles, and are 
or every whit as zealous for uniformity as the cler- 
gy of ancient Babylon were, and as fond of im- 
poſing creeds and confeſſions as ever Sacheverel 
vas. Well the D-D.—s of this high church 
party of all denominations have, it ſeems, found 
' themſelves aggrieved at the many-linked chain 
which I have given of the uniformity of religion 
among the clergy, from the days of Nebuchad- 
nezzar to the days of G—III. and as it can 
never be for the intereſt of prieſtcraft that the 
world ſhould know that the clergy have their 
Ic honours from men, and that the dottor's diplo- 
ma does not come from heaven, they were a 
little chagrined at the liberties which the Su a- 
"VER had taken with ſuch a ſacred and reverend 
order of prieſts; and I do not for my part blame 
them, for if you will gall a d— he will certainly 

WINCE.. -. 
nd in However, I muſt inform my hearers, that in 
\ſorm'this day promotion of this fort among ſome folks 
ſerve Cometh not from the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor 
o the from the ſouth, and therefore it comes from the 
onfer- forth, namely from ABERDEEN. You'll ob- 
rning ferve they do not go there to receive it, but it 
y Ser ß generouſly ſent to them by perſons whom 
at 0 0 never ſaw nor ſpoke with in their days, 
uk, ond therefore does not a little add to the digni— 
ty of the receiver. 5 3 
II is thought that the Apoſtles would have 
been in much higher eſteem with our dignified 
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clergymen than they are, if their (one of the 
crimes of the ſix expelled member: of Ed—d Hall) 
| birth and education had given them the rank r 
gentlemen, and if they had not been brought up 
zn the loweſt of trades before converſion; eſpe- 
cially if they had not contented themſelves with 
being called by the plain names of Paul, Peter, 
&c. but had annexed D. D. or prefixed Right 7 
Reverend to their proper names. And indeed 
it muſt be owned, that it would have been 
much more courtly and clerical in Paul to have | 
begun his epiſtles thus: His GRAck, Taz | 
OST REVEREND FATHER in GOD PauL 
Lord ARCHBISHOP OF ALL THE CHURCuEsS, | 
to the Saints and Faithful, Sc. which are at G c-. 
zut he having nothing elſe to mind but true, . 
Chriſtianity, which he knew could never be F- 

linked with worldly honours, contented himſelf. 
with ſeeking the ſalvation of ſinners, and left | , 
it to others to aggrandize themſelves with /a-| , 
cerdotal TiTLEsS. 8 
Another part of the Apoſtles conduct, Which 
it is thought has given great umbrage to ſome th 
folks, is their not attempting to "ER any eccle- ;,, 
ſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, which might become à fe. 
ſtate religion, ſo that national eſtabliſhments} th. 
might have been defended from the New Teſta- ,,, 
ment inſtead of human ſtatutes and canons, but, oh 
this was left by them unattempted, to the great Fe: 
mortification of the high church. and to the no bin 
ſmall advantage of the low party, who are very | day 
apt to ily to the Apoſtles conduct for arguments ins 

to defend low church principles, I 
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But not to dwell upon theſe thiags, my pur- 


pole 1s to point out the excellencies of a late 


little pamphlet, intituled, A vindicalion of the 
proceedings againſt the fix Members of E— Hall, 
Oxford. Inſcribed to the Rev. Dr. Durell, vice- 
chancellor of the univerſity, and to the worthy af 


ſelſors at E—Hall, by @ gentleman, member of, 
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great cerning Paul that much learning had made 


and fancere well-wiſher to, the univerſity, May 
14th, 1768, London. And I aflure you that, 
from all the accounts we have had of this affair 
either from the Oxonians or Antioxonians, it 
appears to be a deed of charity to vindicate 
thoſe gentiemens proceedings, ſeeing common 
ſenſe and religion will be ſure to act the part of 
remonſtrants here. And think it is no ſmall 
honour to that learned body to have ſuch an 
able member to vindicate their proceedings, 
and ſo generous as to attempt it. 
Zeal for the honour of the univerſity warmed 
the breaſt of the learned Vixvicaror in ſuch 
a manner, that, being eager to ſerve the inter- 
eſts of his brethren, kis errata well nigh equals. 
the number of pages in his learned vindication, 
the former being twelve and the latter only /ix- 
teen; an inſtance rarely paralleled even by wri- 
ters whoſe birth and education does not give 
them the rank of geni{emen, but who are brought 
up. to the loweſt of trages. as the rev. Vindicator 
oblerves. It was the opinion of FesTus con- 


him mad, and I fear if Feſtus had lived in our 
days he would have concluded thai much learns 
ing makes ſome people ds, As you know A 
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lrarned d—— and a - are names ſigniſy- 
ing the ſame thing. It is ſomething of a pity, 
however, that this learned body had not a little 
Corrected the preſs; for this 1s a critical age, as 
we Shavers obſerve. 

But this judicious and learned Vindicator 
makes us ample amends for all theſe little in- 
accuracies by his ſovereign contempt of the 


ſcriptures; ſcorning to be beholden to them for 


a ſingle quotation in defence of the proceedings 
zgainſt thole ſix delinguents who were expelled 


from E—Hall by the V—C— and the heads of | 


houles; but like a man of erudition has re- 
courſe to books of more approved authenticity; 
namely, Corus STATUTORUM UNIVERSI- 
TATIS; A book better by one half ſuited to his 
purpoſe, and fitter to promote the intereſts of 
the CLERGY»: 


From hence we may note, I. That this gen- 


tleman's opinion of the authority of {cripture in 
fuch cates is ſufficiently mean, and therefore he 
thought them not worthy of his quoting ; or that 
he was conſcious. that whatever Corpus Statuto- 
rum Univerſitatis might do, that the Bible af- 
forded nothing that would vindicate the con- 


duct of the Rev. V=-C—and the heads of hou- 
ſes in this particular, and therefore could not 
quote it: the latter of which is thought to be 
the caſe. But although Paul and Peter, &c. in 
the Bible are not brought in as vouchers for the 

VC cauſe, Jack, in the Tale of the Tub, 
and old biting Juvenel, our pagan brother, | 


have the honour of being introduced, 
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But this is not to be ed at when we 
conſider that the Tale of a Tub was wrote by a 


Rev. Clergyman, and therefore was ſure to 


have the preference to the Bible, which was 
written moſtly, and the New T eſlament wholly, 
by laymen, to the no finall grief of ſome lathers 
in black. 

11. F rom hence we may lee the diſafte*iion 


of our learned Vindicator towards the compil- 


ers of the New Veſtament; and no wonder lie 
is diſaffetted towards them, when we conſider 
that thoſe compilers did not ſtudy the good of 
the church, ſo as to found univerſities for the 
training of clergymen, nor provided any ſta- 
tutes for their fafety when wiſer men had cſta- 
bliſhed them; but ſhut up the canon of ſcrip— 
ture without making any proviſion for the ho- 


nour and dignity of the clergy of our univerſi- 


ties. Had the ſcriptures been deemed a perſeQ 


rule of faith and practice we ſhould have had no 


Creeds, no Confeſſions of Faith, no Canons, no 
Corpus Statutorum Univerſitatis. How wonder- 


ful is the wiſdom of the wiſe who can 10. readily 


perfect what the apoſtles left lacking! 

III. This gentleman in his very friendly 
vindication, has ated with more moderate pre- 
tenſions than many reverend writers have done. 


They would. perſuade us that they are deſcend- 


ed in a direct line from the Apoſtles; but the 
Vindicator does not ſeem to ſuſpett that there 


| * the leaſt alliance betwixt them and his reve— 


rence ; but joins himſelf with company by far 
more ſuitable for him, I mean the gentlemen 


1 who drew up the ſtatutes of the univer- 
. 
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ſity. And indeed we country folk wonder to 


ſee reverend, right reverend, and molt reverend 


parſons, whoſe birth and education give them the 
rank of gentlemen, pretending to be deſcended 


from laymen and fiſhermen. But wonders ne- 


ver ceale, 

This is a long introduction, and ſhall for the 
preſent ſerve. Proceed we therefore to the 

_ Vindication itſelf, page 2. To profeſs Wy 

eur religious pt en and t worſhip God 1 

fuch manner as frems tous moſt acceptable to 4 


ere juſtly « eflcemed a nobie branch of the liberties of 


this country. We claim it as our birth-right, Ec, 
This is not to be underſtood of lay men, but on- 
y ol the clergy; tor it is well known that the 
laitv are 20 %o ſubmit to the judgment of 
the clergy hec 5805 ok their ſuperiority. If a 
layman or any other think it his duty to wor- 
ſhip God in a manner different from the pre- 
ſcription of the prieſts, he cannot do it under 
pain of excommunication. Therefore this glo- 
rious privilege of thinking for ourſelves is pe- 
culiar to the clergy, elſe it is a non-entity,— 
Witneſs the TEzsT Acr, the d—e of a proteſ- 
tant country. 

Page 2. The prefers fubje# will weſt p01 the 
77 of ſociettes to fix laws for regulation of they 
own members, and demand their obedience to thoſe 
laws. This is a plauſible reaſoning; but the 
Vindicator, being in ſuch a hurry to jultify the 
univerſity, forgot how much like a drum his 
argument is for emptineſs; for you know if a 
fociety is merely a civil ſociety its laws are to be 
made and executed in a dependance upon the 
laws of the ſtate, and in a lubſerviency to the 


"2 . 
good of the common- wealth. But if a ſociety 
profeſſeth itſelf Chriſtian, then can it make no 
laws without the authority of the great head of 
the Chriſtian church. Therefore, for the ho- 
nour of the univerſity. and the better defence 
of Mr. V—C—, it were to be wiſhed that that 
learned body would tell us whether they conſi- 
| der themſelves as only a civil ſociety, or a 
' Chriſtian community; and if they confider 
[ themſelves as the latter, it would be very ſea— 
ſonable to inform us what hand 7eſus Chr:ſt had 
in giving Corpus Statutorum Univerſitatis; whe- 
ther, like John's baptiſm, it be from heaven, 
or, like che doctrine of the phariſees, only from 
men. But I fear, my friends, we are moſt fond 
c of our own home-made laws, as being moſt 
adapted to the purpoſes of prieftcraft. _ 
Page g. This is the only criterion by which we 
can rightly judge of the merits of the caſe before us. 
r By thoſe ſtatutes which they had ſworn to obſerve 
ey muſt ſtand or fall, Well, Sirs, what think 
you? Is not this a home ſtroke upon the autho- 
' rity of the ſcriptures? In former times, before 
religion became a political engine, it was uſed 
to be ſaid : To the law and to the leſtimony, for 
„e _ whoſoever walketh not according to this rule tt is 
iy _ becauſe there is no light in them ; but now things 
ſe are much altered from what they were then, and 
he it ſeems to be right prieftly language to ſay, 70 
he Corpus Slatutorum Unwerfuiaiis, for whoſoever 
\is _ watketh not according to this rule, excluſive of all 
fa Others. ſhall be expelled the univerſity, This will 
be account for many of our pariſh prieſts negle& 
he the Bible in their preaching, to the ſhutting 
be 5 D 3 
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of the door of knowledge upon the common 
people; having at the fountain of learning been 
taught other rules, yea, even bound by ſolemn 
oath (as the learned Vindicator ſays, p. 2.) to 
_ obſerve another rule of doctrine and manners. 

The ouly criterion. There's for you. The 
New Teſtament is no criterion with Mr. Vin- 
dicator, it ſeems; but flill I fear the laity will 
think, that obedience to the New Teſtanient is 
wel] nigh as laudible as obedience to Corpus 
Statutorum; for they cannot be brought to give 
up the Bible with ſuch williugneſs as ſome folks 
Can.. 

Thid. Al] reaſonings of the innocence of the 
things in themſelves, which are alledged again/t the 
members lately expelled from E— Hall, have no- 
thing to do with the ſubject, and only fer ve to heat 
the minds of a party. Such an aſſertion as this has 
need of the authority of an A. M. or even D. 
D. before it ventures abroad, becauſe common: 
ſenſe will be ſure to find out its rottenneſs. Tt 


is no matter, you ſee, whether the things laid to : 


the charge of the young men were innocent in 
themſelves or not, ſeeing they were againſt the 
ſtatutes. The bare ſuppolition of innocence in 
caſe of a breach of the ſtatutes, inſinuates a 


- poſſibility of their being in ſome caſes different 4 


from the rule of right, which, if granted, di- / 


veſts Corpus Statutorum of all its authority to 
decide in any matter. Therefore the venerable 
Vindicator rather overſhot himſelf in this; but 
we muſt impute that to the embarraſſments he | 


was under, as you know it is no caſy matter to n 


vindicate every act of ſome gentlemen, and of “ 
courle ſome g grains of allowance mult be made. 
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Mliory, or to T — n, ſnou'd i! ink it a que ry 
| of fore moment, whether he w. uit: ty of the 
þ crimes. laid to bis charge, atid 80 ether theſe 
. trimes in the nature of chings actualiv defery ed 


tuch a puniſhment, 
Ibid. It v necefary ts premſe, Vat the 
\ role proceed? 4 ws 72 con ſegi. ence M a regular 
p inform aton to the Vice Chantelior, Sb. A thing 
very common and cafy to be obtained „gainft 
people vio make conſcience of praying to God 
s na private houſe; for your people who do not 
love praying th emlelv es, cannot endure thoſe 
je who do. Many in dance ot this might be pro- 
ie duced from the cales of Daniel, Jeſus, and his 
0- apoſtles, all as regular as this can be; therefore 
at if we have nothing better than a regular infor- 
as mation to vindicate theſe proceedings, I tear 
). much that our cauſe will fall into the puddle. 
on: Well, now we come to the charge againſt 
It them, according to our Reverend Vindicator. 
to And conſidering his near affinity with, and fer— 
in vent affettion for, the V—-C—and the aſſeſſors 
he of E—Hall, we cannot ſuppoſe that he has un- 
1 juſtly concealed any part of the guilt of the par- 
s a ties expelled. 
ent Page 4. Firſt, the 4200 ters had held or 
4 requented illicit conventicles; eme not in orders 


Riu the offices of religion Were 1 Formed is beople 
of the meaneſt ranks ond abilities : that they met at 
*# conventicle held in a prevate houſe within the 
Lk o Fiber ity, where a 7255 ter and a woman offi - 
| of biabed. 
de, 0 
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This word conventicle was a great word about 
a century ago, when the clergy were bleſt with 
the trattable race of Sru ARTS. Then thoſe 
people, who would pray extempore, were, like 
Ifachar, glad to ſtoop down between two bur- 
dens; one impoſed by the king and another by 
the clergy ; and the dignitaries of the church in 
thoſe days like ſo many Balaams mounted upon 
the poor afſes, and belaboured them, as a late 
ingenious writer lays, with the rod of excom- 
munication, (See a late publication, miiluled, Ser - 
mons to A fſes.) Bui finee the death of that in- 
defatigable defender of the church, the great 
SACHEVEREL. the word conventtcle has lain 
dormant ; but now it is awaked in the univerſity, 
where all names of pious flander have their ori- 
gin to ſupport the old intereſt: though it is fear- 
ed that it will not take with the populace now, 
as it uſed to do in former days, the people for | 
theſe-laſt glorious reigns of liberty having had | 
time to clear their eyes from the duſt thrown. 
into them by former high church leaders. To 
| the days of popery, or tothe days of mungre} 
religion, are our univeriities indebted. for moſt 
of their ſtatutes, which are the only rules for 
the ſtudents conduct. No wonder therefore, 
that conventicles ſtand in them fo gracefully ; 


though it would appear not a little ſtrange to * 
hear of conventicles in a land ſtrictly proteſtant; { 


for in ſuch lands every loyal fubzett has a right 
to worſhip God according to the dittates of his 
own conſcience, without being expoſed to ex- 
pulſions, fines, or impriſonment ; or on account | 
of his religion. being held incapable of places 
of honour, profit, and truſt under the govern- || 


were found to frequent conventicles, and ta 


| iy © 
ment. But it 15 undoubtedly otherwile in na- 


tions where the clergy proteſt againſt the power 
of the pope, in order to arrogate that to them- 


ſelves which they have taken from him. The 


firſt principle upon which the Reformation was 


|; founded, was that every man, profeſſing to be— 
| lieve in the ſcriptures as the only rule of faith 
and practice, has a right to judge tor himlelf in 
g religious matters, without expoſing himſelf to 
any puniſhment whatever on that account. 
Whether then our Vindicator and his friends at 
Oxford can be deemed true proteſtants in 
heart, ſeeing they deny that liberty to the king's 


ſubjetts, I leave to be determined by ſome body 


elſe; and, as a benevolent lay-man, would ad- 
vile the clergy, for the ſake of their own repu- 
tation, to diſuſe the word conventicle till times 
* wheel about to a more favourable point, for I 
ſhould be ſorry to fee contempt poured upon 
the princes of our Ifracl. 

I thall not diſpute the point with the reverend 
Vindicator, what is deemed by Corpus Statuto- 


rum, &c. to be an illicit conventicle; this I 


ſhall leave to an abler hand; but would rather 
content myſelf with what common ſenſe and 
ö proteſtants principles lay of the cale; and theſe 
deem it little lefs than blaſphemy, to brand the 
\ "worſhip of God, when offered in ſincerity, with 
fluch names of infamy, even if the worſhippers 
+thould in ſome things be miſtaken, notwith- 
: ſtanding there may be a ſanttion for ſuch in- 
famous proceedings found in lome old ſtatutes 
\unrepealed. 


Some of the greateſt fathers in the church 


firſt chriſtians brake bread from houſe to houſe. | 


for their own uſe; therefore, thoſe who are inÞ 


is a wide difference betwixt the ſentiments ol 
the apoſtles, and thofe of Mr. V—C—r, an? 
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worſhip God in private houſes, aud that with* Fw; 


out their place of meeting being certified to the] in 


biſhop of the dioceſe. I would quote an in-T ha 


ſtance or two, if I thought that ſo much ſerip- ne 


ture would not be offenſive to the Vindicator. be 


The firſt is in AQ ii. 49. where we find the 


That is, adminiſtered the facrament (fo called) 
in private houſes; and if you will confider chef ed 
tinte when this was done, you'll find thoſe hou} lo 
es could not all be licenſed: 1 
A fecond inſtance we have in Ads Kii. 12 
where many where gathered together, prayingſ po 
in a private houſe, namely, in the houſe off ahi 
Mark's mother. It may be urged indeed, that de 


they were obliged to meet in private houſes for} ar, 


worſhip in thoſe days, becauſe the Jew:lhp ev 


_ clergy kept all the public houſes or ſynagogues! be 
for their own uſe: but this is the very caſe 4 2d 


this day, clergymen who are bound on oath ta the 
preach and pray by book, as the Vindicator obꝗ 


ſerves, keep all the public houſes or churchc} 


clined to preach and pray extempore, are obliſ as 


ged to do it in private houſes or conventicles ] pa 


and it is rather hard to hinder them ſo to do. it. 

Upon the whole it is pretty evident that ther ge: 
ter 
de: 
brethren; for the former frequented and preach tha 
ed in conventicles, and the latter expelled fron ma 
the univerſity for ſo doing. Yea, we find in th the 


laſt caſe, that the Almighty did not diſdain So 


hear their prayers, even though they were 0/2 of 
fered in a conventicle, But if the Moſt His : 
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te | were governed by ſuch motives as frequently 
he] influence ſome men, conventicle prayers 
in- had certainly vaniſhed into air, and would 
p- never have reached the gracious throne. But 
or.] he is God, and not a c—y—n. 
There is a ſecond particular in the firſt charge 
Jas I have it from the learned Vindicator, and 
chat is, ſome not in orders had preached, expound- 
ed. and prayed extempore. This I verily believe, 
u- fo far as relates to the point of orders; for there 
is but too much reaſon to fear, that the far 
12.] greater part who do pretend to preach or ex- 
ing. pound the ſcriptures, do it without orders. But 
ol then it ought to be obſerved, that there are or- 
hatf ders from two different quarters, 1ſt. There 
for: are orders from the court of heaven, which 
(:ſhp every gentlemen profeſſes to my lord biſhop to 
Abe inveſted with ere he can obtain ordination, 
2d. His lordſhip's orders, which, according to 
b toþ the original deſign of the inſtitution, was to fol- 
þ low upon, and not precede the 3 It is 
not difficult to prove, that many take upon them 
1nÞ to preach without receiving orders from heaven, 
bliJ- as appears from their backwardneſs to perform 
les] paſtoral duties, feeding at the altar, but leaving 
it to others to do the office of a prieſt. Such 
gentlemen may ſuſtain very venerable charac- 
ters in life, but how they will manage it in 
death I pretend not to ſay: ſome people fear 
ach that they may hear the report which Abraham 
fror made to the libertine in the Goſpel, which if 
n thi they do it will make both their ears to tingle. 
in Some of theſe indeed bave not the happineſs 
e o of obtainiag a benetice that will enable them to 
High preach by proxy, and very many are oblig ged to 
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put up with a curacy, and all their days conti. 


nue underlings, The many pariſhes, the inha- 
bitants of which are uninſtrutted even in the 
frft- principles of Chriſtianity, prove it to de- 
monilration, that their parſons received not 
their orders from heaven; therefore fo far I} 
agree with the learned Vindicator. Further, 
there be- many who cannot perſuade themſelves |. 
that-my lord biſhop has the authority he pre- 
| tends to, ſuppoſing that the offices of an apoſtle | 
and a lord b—p differ in reality, as much from | 
one another as the practice of the latter differ-| 
eth from that of the former; and therefore they | 


do not chuſe to ſubmit to epiſcopal ordination, 


but preach without being in orders, as the Vin- | 
dicator obſerves. But what could this be to 


the young men who were expelled, provided 


though I think the Vindicator might intend it 
to he underſtood of them; but this I cannot 


it. However, it is not ealy to account for the 
conqutt of ſome people. eſpecially when they 


make even a barber to bluſh. 


Well. we ſhall ſuppoſe that fome of them as 
the Vindicator lays, or one of them as Dr, Cao. 


* 


none of them preached without orders? and 
their doing fo is not expreſs'd in the charge, 


ſuſpect from the charge itfelf as exhibited in the] 
vindication. but from his after reaſoning upon 


have a bad cauſe to defend. And I, for my 
part, would never have dared to take a clergy- _ 
man by the {kirt, if I had not known the pru- 
nella to be rotten. But for the honour of the 
univerſity it is to be wiſhed, that the Vindica- 
tor had been a little more cautious, page 8. and 
not betrayed ſuch weakneſs as is enough to 


5 


#ienjts ſays, had preached without orders, muſt. 


it from thence follow, that all muſt be expelled, 
ſeeiug the very charge e acknowledg- 
eth that they were not all guilty ? 

But ſuppoling they had all preached in this 


conventicle—what then ? Why they were then 


guilty of a flagrant breach of the 23d article of the 
church, in preaching without being in orders. 
Page 8. The Article runs thus: e i not 


lawful for any man to take upon him the office of 
Public Pr caching, or miniſtering the ſacraments in 


the rongregation, before he be lawfully called and 


fent lo execute the /ame.” This late convert to the 


church deligns this article to prove that the ſix 


young men had broken their ſubſcription en- 
gagements. But alas! for want of a tolerable 
acquaintance with the articles, he has brought 
it in only to ſhew the wretched ſhifts that peo- 
ple are obliged to fly to, to ſupport arbitrary 
and oppreſſive proceedings. Nothing is ſaid in 
the 23d article, but about yUsBLIC preaching 
and maniftering the ſacraments i in the oN EA“ 


TIN. Now if theſe young men actually did 


preach and adminiſter the ſacraments in the 
public congregation, then were they guilty of a 
flagrant breach of the article ; but if they did 
not ſo, how ſhall we account for this aſſes tion, 
otherwiſe than by imputing it to inattention, 
and over heated zeal for High Church. which 
mult at all events be ſupported, though it ſhould 
be even at the expence of truth? But the 
charge itſelf leaves us to ſuppoſe, that this 
preaching and praying extempore was not per- 
formed without orders in public houſes or 


churches, but in a conventicle or private houſe 
E. 
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namely, a ſlay-maker's, therefore cannot be 


called public preaching in the congregation, and 


conſequently no breach of the 23d article. 
This might have paſſed without notice proba- 


bly, if the words puv/zc preaching had not been 


printed in italics to diſtinguiſh them from the 


reſt: what thoughtleſineſs was here, ſecing 


thoſe very words clear the fix young men from 


the charge of breaking the 23d article! our re- 
verend V indicator may allure himſelf, that the 
articles of the church will not be concerned; in 
ſuch a dirty affair; for they no where forbid 
people to meet together, and converſe about 


the things of religion, or to exnait one another 


while it is called 0 day, or to pray with, and 
for one another, &c. 

But they prayed extempore in tis aſſembly. in 
breach of the 2d article in the 36th canon, with 
declares, Tat the book of Common Prayer, and of 
ordering of labs, Ariefls, and aracens, contain - 
eth in it thing Contrary to the word of God, and 
that ib may luufully be fo ujed; and that I myje!/ 

will uſe the form in the jaid book preſer ha im 


public pray: 705 19d adminfty ation of the ſacrament 


and none 0h: 
The learned Vindicator would have us to 
underſtand, that by this canon all extempore 


prayer 1s utterly prohibited; and that theſe ſix 


young men, having ſubſcribed this article, 
could not with a good conſcience pray extem- 
pore, nor by any form whatloever befides the 


| book of Common Prayer. Therefore exclaims, 


age g. How men, who would ſeemingly affect to 


be thought conſcientious, can, after ſuch ſubſcrip- 


tion, deviate fo wiſely ſeems amazing ; but to ſee 
Fe) men, who leave eee held up to the 


-* 
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gublic as martyrs and ſufferers in the cauſe of rele- 


gion, mufl [irike all honeſt and ſenſible men, noe 


only with ajton:ſhment, but with horror. Here is 
a large fabric indeed. But {utter me a little to 
Feel the pillars upon which it ſtands; however 
I ſhould do it gently, for if 1 bandle them 


roughly it will wmble down as the houfe of 
2? Dagon did, not much to the honor of the n- 


(ie 8 a gentleman whom I would not wil- 
ingly fond 
But if we mutt take the canon in the Vindi- 


cators ſenſe of it; and who {o |: KC ly to know 


Its true meaning as he? it would ſubject us to 
ſome little inconvenience. For inſtance, he 
judiciouily obſerves, every Em, af matricula- 
tion ſubſcrives the three ariicles in the 36th canon, 
and takes the oath for objcruing the ſtatutes of the 
univerſity. The ſecond of. which articles binds 
a man to ule no other form of prayer but that 


in the book of Common Prayer. Let it be here 


obſerved, that all companions to the Altar, all 
the Weeks Preparations, Whole Duties of 
Man, and all occaſional prayers for faſt days, 
days of thankſgiving, &c. are expreſly againſt 
the ſecond article of the canon, and therefore 
every officiating clergyman in the kingdom 
breaks the canon law, becauſe they uſe other 


forms beſides the Common Praver. Well then, 
the fix young gentlemen need not become me- 
lancholy for want of company. However I can 
tell you, that the bookſellers find their account 
im the elteemed orthodoxy of many other forms 
of prayers beſides the Common Prayer, and 


therefore we never {all vet Em to ſubſcribe 


to this gentleman's opinion, that n972 other are 
to be uſed, E 2 
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Every one takes the 645 for obſer ving the 


ſtatutes of the univerſity ; ; the ſtatutes of the 


univerſity enjoln the ſtricteſt obſervance of the 


canons; the canons prohibit all prayer beide 


ihe ufe of the hook of Common Prayer; the 
clergy do at certain times make uſe of Prayers 
at pence g j1ce not to be found in the book of 
Common Praver; ergo. the clergy break their 


matriculation oath in fo doing, though they do |}. 


it by royal authority. Ah! what has our Vin- 
ider been doing, but ſulhilling that ſaying of 
a great layman, @ foo!r/h fon is the heavine/, of 
his mother. For ſhame; firs! that this Jearned 


gentleman ſhould, in his zeal ſor the univerſity, 


advance a propolition attended with conſe— 
quences fo unfavourable to the eſtabliſhed 


church and her ſons. Let me adviſe him before 
he writes another vindication, to ſpend a con- 


fiderable time in acquainting himſelf with the 
dottrine of conſequences, that he may not open 


one door of reproach whilſt he attempts to ſhut | 


another; for nobody will believe that the 


article referred to is to be underſtood in a ſenſe | 


which lays a clergyman under a neceflity ei- 
ther of perjuring himſelf or diſobeying ſuperior 
powers; which mult be the caſe, if the article 


not only prohibits extempore prayer, but eve- 
ry other form of prayer beſides the book of 
Common Prayer, ſeeing certain occafions call 


for other forms. 


Another inconvenience w OT attend this 


fenfe of the article; and that is, a perſon, thus 


ſubſcribing, might find bimſetfin ſuch circum- 
ftances, in which no part of the book of Com- 
mon Prayer might be ſuited exattly to his calc, | 
wherefore in this ſituation he mult either ule | 
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fome other prayer, or not pray at alt ; to ſup- 
pole the latter 1s inconſiſteut with the remoteſt 
idea of the proteltant faith, and therefore the 
former mult be admitted. A man may bein a 
ſituation where he could T have time to feek out 
a prayer in the legal form. nor {pare his hands 
to hold a book : luppoling for inſtance, he was 
in danger of drowning, would it be deemed a 
breach of the canon, if without book he ſhould 
cry, Save, Lord, I periſh 2” Or luppoling a 
man ſhould lole his eyes, or be caſt where he 
could not obtain a prayer book, muſt he be 
deemed a tranſgreflor, if in ſuch ele he ſhould 
even pray extempore ? It is not my bulinels to 
enquire at preſent from whence our prayer-ma- 
kers derived their authority; but would juſt 
obſerve, that the C—y are fo exceedingly ſet 
againit extempore prayer is not to be wondered 
at, ſeeing ſo few of them are capable of exer- 
eiſing themlelves therein; and they know that 
il others were allowed to pray e&LeMPOTre, It 
muſt be greatly to their diſgrace, as the profeſt 


ambaſſadors of Chriſt and ple ni potenttaries of 


Heaven. 

But will the right learned author of the Vin- 
dication give a layman liberty a little to wipe 
olf the dirt, which, in his hurry of thought, he 
hath inadvertently calt upon art. 2. Canon 36. 
Which, ſo far as concerns the matter in debate, 
I {hall cite in his own words? Þ[ 2: p/elf wall uſe 
ihe WO . the jaid book Pre, \cribed. in Siublis 
| prayer aud adminiſtration of the JESS and 


ſy 


© Tr friendly 3 what he 


really duns is coded by public prayer in 


- 
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this article * Whether he really thinks that 
conventicle prayer in private houſes is intended? 
and if conventicle prayer in priv ate houſes 1s 
not there intended, how is it, in the name of 
noneſty and common ſenſe. that theſe fix voung 
gentlemen are guilty of a breach of that article, 
fecing that they are charged with no praver, kit 


that performed i jn 2 conventicle, in a private 


nouſe, notwithſtanding their very enemies were 
their acculſers and judpes ? Does not the Vin- 
clicator in this diſplay his clerical powers. and 
diſcover what he would do, if he could? This 
:s ſomething like twallowing a camel, a thing 
which ſome people can do much calier than 
others can ſwallow a gnat. 

It would be ridiculous to ſuppoſe a member 
of the famous univerſity of Oxford ignorant that 
public prayer always intends that which is made 
in the church aflemblies. and not that prayer 
which is offered up to God in a private meeting 
of chriſtian friends; or, how ſhould the admi- 
niſtration of the ſacraments be joined with It in 
the article? The ſubſcribing of this article 
therefore is neither more nor leſs than an eu— 


gagement to abide by the Common Prayer 
Book in every part of public worſhip where 


prayer is inſtituted ; but with reſpect to perſonal, 
family, or fellow ſhip worſhip, the ſubſcriber is 
teft at liberty by the article, though not by the 
clergy. I think therefore the clergy are more 
againſt extempore prayer than the articles and 
canons, for a very good reaſon before given, 
namely, want of c—ty for it in themſelves. 

I am confronted at the bottom of page g. 
with an odd fort of a ſpeech. conhudering by 
whom it was made, But HDH nen who ſave ſo 


a. 


8 
deviated, held up to the Ne as rs and fuf- 
8 ferers in the cauſe of religion, and that too ly a 
| man of Mr. Hes pubitc Charatter, Sc. A 
| character. however. which our learned and very 
revcrend V indicator e ie to daub a little 
with infamy; infamy! ſuch as is thought 1ſt 


„ 


| 7 tribe every honeſt and temperate man wh aſto- 
> | miſhment and horror. Page 10. Vind. I cannot 
> | however. but approve of the V indicator's Pru- 
, dence in chuſrug to have a fling at this gentle- 
1 man's character, rather than to attempt to an— 
J fwer his letter to Dr. Durell, which he could 
; not but fee to be far beyond his match. 1 
2 Held forth as Martyrs. I confels I love to fa 
meet with a blunder now and-then. when I read lg 
r the works of learned men, becaufe it helps to s 
it keep me, who am but a SHAVER, in counte- : 
e !: nance, when | meet with blunders in my own ; . 
r but I hate to. be troubled with fo many as I ; 
g | meet with in this little performance: for this 11 
i= | reaſon, I humbly beg that Mr. V BS” A will 15 
n | not fallier any more af his Vindicators to print 
le their performances till he himſelf has thorough- ki 
ly peruſed them; as there is no truſting every 0 
er govnſman in print, and we readers cannot have 4 
re While to {et ev cry thing ſtraight. which we meet þ 
, with crooked, inthe courſe of our reading. 8 
is  MaxrrTrss, i. e. murdered or put to death 1 
16 for the ſake of truth. Well done, Vindicator, |; 
re Pray, when or where did Mr. Whitfeld bold 1. 


nd them forth as murdered or put to death? He 
n, knows very well, that however ſome gownſmen 
might delight in ſuch work, that for the preſent. 
9. ; it is out of their power, therefore he has not 
by ; once hinted it. 

| YManTtyRS and SUEFERERS for the cauſe of 
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religion. You will obferve. that firſt they were 
ll marlyred. and then they ſuffered. Some people 
\} would have ſuppoſed, that martyrdom was the 
1 © finzs of their ſufferings. as in former caſes, and 
not to precede their other ſufferings. 
1}  Sufferers for the cauſe of truth they have 
i" been. repreſented, and that juſtly, and the con- 
1 trary does not appear as vet from this vindica— 
tion., For mſtance, they ſuffered for uling ex- 
| tempore prayer, as the Vindicator owns; ex— 
8 tempore prayer was uſed by Chriſt and his pol. 
. tles, and therefore mult be lawful: but it 
ll thought that Chriſt and his apoſtles would have 
"8 been expelled too had they lived in this formal 
l Age. | 
A third thing in the firſt charge. page 4. ſeems 

not altogether unworthy of our notice. namely, 
That the offices of religion were per formed by peo- 
i . ple of the meaneſt ranks and abilities. That this 
| is true mult be granted by all who bare any 
1 acquaintance with the roots from whence many 
of the clerical flips are grown. Many a rev. 
parſon in England is delcended of parents, who 
could not have attorced him an education to fit 
bim for a country ſhop. man, who, but for free 
fchiools, &c. mult even have been brought up to 
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their preſent reverences have attually been em- 
ployed in, and after buck employ ment have 
taken their degrecs in the univeriity of Oxford. 
Inſtances of of IR I can give > if neccil. ary. But 
then it mull be owned, that they are {uch, who, 
I believe, never took upon them to pray ex- 
tempore. either in public or private houles the 
Tormer of which are very lenuliar to lome: of 
them, 


ſome low mechanical} buſineſs. which lome of 
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Touching the abilities 0 many preachers, I 
can only ſay, that for the honour of the clergy 
it were to be withed, that by their regard to 
the natural abilities of the candidate for or- 
ders, they would endeavour to reverſe that old 
proverbial ſaying, uled in the country, viz. that 

a lad is ever ſuch a dunce, if he has good friends 
J. wil do very well for a þarſon. And really it 
ſeems as if we had a recent proof of this in the 
vindication before us. And now I am upon 
this ſubje&, I will even tell you, that the rea- 
fon aſſigned by many a ſen{tble old woman in 


the country, why fo many clergymen do not at- 


tempt to preach frequently to their flocks, is 
the very thing alledged in the charge, the mean- 
neſs of their abilities. And if the gentlemen 
concerned have got cver a better reaſon to 


aſſign, I adviſe them to do it; otherwiſe the 
old women will go on with their ſtory. For 


my own part, when I have gone with the reſt 
of my neighbours for plegſure or for forms-ſake 


to church on a Sunday, I have not a litile ad- 
mired the courage of the parſon, who could 
pretend to preach under the diſadvantage of 
ſuch low abilities. 1 inflance theſe things to 


confirm the truth of the charge. 


It cannot be thought that our learned Vix- 
pic Arokx means chat any of thole ſix young 
gentlemen performed the offices of religion in 


that conventicle; for this gentleman himfelf 
tells us that it was a ſ/tay-ma her and a woman 
who officiated there, page 4; and in page 10 
he repreſents them as /carners of this ſlay-maker 
and old woman. Therefore, what had they to 


| do with this? or, with what propriety could 
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they be expelled 55 account of the 01.D wo- 
MAN $ preaching? N 

Now if the Vindicator means that the ſtay— 
maker is a perſon of the loweſt rank, I can tell 
him he had beſt cat his words before they come 
to the ears of the ladies, on whole good graces 
his preferment greatly depends ; and they will 
certainly conclude with me, that a ſtay- maker 
is at leaſt upon a level with a gown and caſſock- 


5 
maker. therefore will conliger this as an inſult 


offered to their ladyſhips. Or, if his reverence 


means that this preaching woman is of the 


meaneſt rank, I muſt tell him, that he miſſeth 


his mark; for it is ſaid, there are a let of ladies 
in Oxford: with whom many ſtudents are inti- 


mately acquainted, of a rank much inferior to 
| hers, and ok an employ ment very different from 


preaching. 
Page 10. 1 ſhall not CONDESCEND lo ſay much 
about what theſe worthy babes of Sate maght learn 


From the pious and inſiructing expofucrons of a ſtay- 


maker and an old wou AN. If bis reverence re- 


fer to the arts and ſciences, it is thought they 


could learn but little; but if he means true re- 
ligion, it is deemed not impoſſible for them to 


| learn more o! ſome old women than they 3 
have learned of all the doctors of the U. Y.; 


for it is pretty evident, that their ſtudying di- 


vinity, under the direcbten of an old woman, Was 


owing to thoſe whole place it was to have in- 


firufted them therein, being unacquainted with 


che ſubjett as much as the "old woman was un- 
acquainted with the original languages: How- 
ever, I muſt remind his reverence that the elo- 
quent Apollos condcicended to be 0 the 


JW = 
lo- 


r 


grace migut learn, Sc. 


for you! 
from the low!y conduct. and commands of the 


them to the rank of gentlemen. 


law of the Lord more 5 Fat, even by an old 
woman, called Priſcilla. 


I /hall not ſay much about what theſe babes of 


This is the greatelt, if 
not the only inſtance of prudence which I have 
met with in this little vindication ; for which 
every. perſon of common ſenſe muſt give him 
due honour; for as a royal philofopher once 
laid, even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, 15 
counted wiſe; and it is well known that the moſt 


laudable way of concealing our Ignorance of a 


ſubject is % jay nothing about it. And if this 
well-wfher to the univerſity had invariably fol- 
lowed this rule, he would have {ſaved me the 
trouble of obſerving, that, in the little which he 
hath condeſcended to ſay upon this [ubjett, he 
hath ſaid conlicerably more than is true, as | 
Mall ſhew by and by; mean while obſerve, 

[ ſhall not coxDESCEND. There is buckram 
True prieſtly dignity, as different 


condeſcending Telus, as heaven is from hell. 
However. in this truly clerical greatneſs, the 


learned V indicator only 6 betters, Who 


are {o {welled with w orldly orcatnels, that they 


will not conde/ſcend to converle familiarly with 


the poor of the flock about death, Judgment, 


and eternity; notwithſtanding, for the ſake of 
a good living. they are become accountable for 
the very ſouls they diſdain to converle with, 


becauſe their birth and fortune does not intitle 
The reaſon 
why the Apoltles did not think themſelves above 
the meaneſt of the people, I ſuppole might be, 
becauſe their own vzrih and education did not 


lle ge them the ran of gentlemen—a qualihcation 
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for the univerſity which our fix young men are 


likewile ſaid to be deſtitute of When Chriſt 
was upon earth with his people he did not fee 
it proper to employ gentlemen in his ſervice, 
but choſe his miniſters out of the loweſt ranks of 
the people, to perform all the offices of religion, 
a thing complained of in the firſt charge againſt 
the delinquents : 
taken the management of the church into their 
own hands, they govern it by laws which he 
never had any hand in making, and impolc 
gentlemen upon him whether he will or not. 
And indeed, though this does not at all appear 
requiſite to the proſperity of the goſpel, yet it is 
highly neceſſary to the dignity of the clergy, a 
thing which mult have the preference with {ome 
of us. 

The ſame page has, 
only at a ſadler's at Oxford, but among all DEN O/“ͤ 
MINATIONS OF ENTHUSIASM, that old women 


_ expound, preach, and adminiſter the other offices of 


the church. 

W hat diſadvantages, alas! we illiterate peo- 
ple labour under in compariſon of the acade- 
micks; for I never till now heard of more de- 
"nominations of enthuſiaſm than one, and that 


one has long been in no {mall reputation with 
more ſorts of people than ſome folks are aware 
of. I have indeed without any advantages out] 
of the reach of a lay-man, heard of a pluralityf 


of enthuſiaſts; but heretofore have underſtood 
enthuſiaſm as the one denomination of enthu- 
Haſm ; but I rather think. that our author meant 


denominations of enthuſiaſts, only miſtook the 


word for want of referring to Bailey's dictionary. 


] ſhould like to know in his next Vindication 


but now the univerlity having 


we all know that 1t is not 


SEAL 
how many denominations of enthuſhaſm, or en- 
thuſiaſts there are, and what their names, that L. 
may pay my Teſpetts to the old ladies; their 
PARSONS. It can be no difficulty for him to 


inform me; for he ſays, that we all know that 


it is not only at a ſadler's at Oxford, but among 
all denominations of enthuſiafm, that old women 
do preach among them, and adminiſter the other 
offices of the church. Here he muſt, I ſuppoſe, 
mean we the clergy, for ſhould he mean all us 
readers, he 1s certainly beyond the line of truth, 
for 1 am one who do not know them, and 1 


think I can point out a very reputable body of 


enthuſiaſts, among whom old women, properl 
ſo called, are not ſuffered to preach; but all the 
offices of the C— are performed by old women 
of the maſculine gender. My friend the Vin- 
dicator has an unhappy way of ſpeaking more 


than he means, and writing more than he intends 


to be underſtood. He ſays, that we all know 
that old women do not only expound, and pray, and 
preach, but adminiſter the other offices of the 
church. And I oblerve, that as we all know 
this ſo well a few inſtances of it may be required 
to ſupport the veracity of the vindication, 
which appears to be in a tottering condition. 0 
rare Vindicator! what will you not ſay to ſerve 
a friend ? 

Being led to diſcuſs this ed tent ſubject by 
the learned Vindicator, who is ſo unmannerly 
towards our female preachers. I ſhall beg leave 
to relate a ſtory, the truth of which his reverence 
may depend upon. I was once in company 
with a learned clergyman at Ben Malyy 
Nee farmer Ws treated: 


_— 


» 
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ahd I with a cup of his harveſt beer, when who 


| thould come in, think you, but one of theſe. 
preaching old women, who ſoon began to ſcrape 


acquaintance with her brother in black, which 
utterly ſpoiled our converſation, for the parſon 
and L were converſing very freely about the 
neus, &c. but nothing would ſerve this female 
preacher but religion muſt be introduced. The 
parion did what he could, indeed, to divert the 
converſation into a more agrceable channel ; 

but the old woman would have her own way, 
a thing not uncommon with others of that lex; 
in conſequence. of which, a diſpute aroſe be- 
tween the ke and /he preachers, the iſſue of 
waich proved to all preſent, that the old woman 
was by a great deal the better divine. Now to 
diſmiſs this ſubjeR, let me adviſe my good friend 


the clergyman, ere he attempts to draw his pen 


againſt a woman a ſecond time, though the 
condu®t of his ſuperiors ſhould even ſtand in 
great nced of a vindication, to read with atten- 
tion a Icarned diſſertation upon old women, 


Vrote by Thomas GORDEN, Es; of ſavoury 
memory with the clergy ; and I dare aſſure bim, 


that thereby he will learn more than he ſeems 


to have done by all the lectures he has attended 


at the univerfity, and obtain a more reſpeQable 
knowledge of that maternal race of fair preach- 
ers. 
So much for the firſt charge againſt the fix 
methodilts. Let us now. attend 1 to the ſecond 


charge. 
II. Some of them had been bred up to, and had 


 exercaſed the loweſt of trades, where wholly illiter- 


ate, and incapable of performang the flatutable ex- 


eroſe oY the unuve! ede, and much more incapable 
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Lb 
of being 9 nualifeed | or orders. Page 5: Vindica- 
tion. That theſe are not very villan nous crimes, 
we have the Vindicator's own judgement to 


teſtify, page 11. although, theſe . Lo en 


I * 


ſelves maght not be thought ſup icrent g. mds D 
expulſion, there was a very high impro 9 71 15 5 


muſt be allowed. in their fl firſt admſfion, „ And tome 
people will think that this charge dork not need 


fuch a pen as mine to turn it away, ſeeing it 


will fall to pieces of itſelf, even if let alone. It 


pains me to ſce the author, compoler, and ex- 
| hibiter of this charge, to have acted with fo lit- 


tle caution, as to have given the lye to the great 


Dr. Oxonicnfis, a gentleman of whom I have 


conferred fome honours already, and to whom 
J havepromiſed more, as I ſhall ſhew by and by; 
but now I ſhall attend to the charge e itſelf. 
Sows of them had been bred to, and exerciſed 
the loweſt trades; SOME of them. not ALL of 
them. And yet ALL of them were expelled, 
becauſe ome of them had been bred to, and extr- 


cited the towrft of trades, and this is thought to be 


agrecable to the Fatute in fnch caſe provided. 
Here $ wh Julſtie. Agb rp AA > 119799 wy 07:21 The 
numerous readers of my exccllent ſermon, in- 
tituled PaitnsTORAFT DEFENDED, will remem- 
ber the weighty reaſons I affigned againſt the 
black /miths, the publican, and the Tracher wndey 
W—y, and why they ought to have been expell- 
ed the univerſity; and have only io obſerve 
now, that the Vindicator does not do cle- 
verly in calling thoſe the o, of trades, ſeeing 
there be and have been trades as low as theſe. 
For inſtance, there is 


it, The trade of tert-making, to which the 
| ; 3B 
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apoſtle Paul had MY bred, and which he had 
exerciſed before he went to the univerſity at 
Jeruſalem; and although the Jewiſh clergy 
were very ſenlible of their ſuperiority over 
others, the Vice Chancellor of that univerſity, 
and the aſſeſſors of that hall to which Paul de 
longed, and Dr. Gamalic! the learned prefident 
never attempted o expel him on account of 
his having been a tent-maker, notwithſlanding 
ſome ofthem after wards became his per ſecutors, 

not for tcni-makling indeed, but for preaching 
the goſpel. In this, therefore. the Jewiſh ciergy 
were rather more moderate than che O —— d 


prieſts, 


Moreover, after this ſame Paul was become 


an apoſtle, he followed his trade of tent-making, 


and wrought with his own hands, rather than be 


e to the poor believers for ſo much 


a tyihe-pig. He worked with his own fands. 


He was not like many who pretend to be a-kin 


to him, who eat the fat, and drink the ſweet, 
at the great expence of the people, and in re- 
turn hardly preach once in twelve months: 
thoſe are drones; but Paul was an induſtrious 
workman, both at his trade, and alſo in the 
word and dottrine ; for he choſe to ſpend and 
be ſpent in the fervice of the goſpel : but ſome 
of his pretended kinſmen, though they have all 
the emoluments of the har are 12 much afraid 
of being ſpent in its ſervice, that they content 
themlely es with preaching by proxy, which you 
know is very gentleman-like. But I have laid, 
that Paul was no gentleman; and I add now, 
that he was not only a tradeſman, but a jou7ney- 
man. Not a journeyman parſon, but a journey- 
man tent-maker ; for he did work with his own 
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hands, which molle aßen feldom care to 
do, otherwiſe we ſhould have fewer bankrupts 
than we have: But our great gownſmen neither 
work nor preach, and yet they : are apoſtolic, and 
yet they are divinely commiſſioned, and yet 


they are defcended of the Apoſtles, and yet 


there is not the leaſt tikenels between the Apoſ- 


tles and their reverences, and yet they have a 


divine right to all the profits of the church; 

2d. There were fiſhermen; I do not ay 
fihmongers, the lords of the finny tribes, for 
that is an high trade; but fiſhermen, which to 
this day continues one of the loweſt trades; 
and yet out of this claſs of people, 1t pleaſed the 


Redeemer to chooſe moſt of his Apoſtles; and 
although we read of ' gentlemen commopers at 


the univerſities, yet we do not read of any gen- 


tlemen fiſhermen at Yarmouth, &c. The great 


maſter of the Apoſtles having no kingdom in 
this world, and never deſigning his religion to 


become political, had no need of employing 


gentlemen to dignify his goſpel, therefore choſe 
tiſhermen, as moſt ſuitable to the purpoſes he 
had in view. Neither their birth, education; 


nor drefs gave them the rank of gentlemen: ali 
the ranks of the clergy in thoſe days diſlin- 


een themſelves from the laity by the peeu- 
7 


arity of their dreſs; hut it appears not'that the 


drefs of the Apoſties differed at all from that of 


the meaneſt of the people: and yet the y prayed; 
and yet they preached the goſpel, ; and yet they 


expounded the {criptures to the gra confulton 
of the holy trade of e "Bi at times Are 
altered lince then; and oa © bus Ouriſt 
might have done! in his day. tn: Winged abs 
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ferves, that our modern clergy will not fuffer 


people of the meaneſt ranks, who have been 
bred to the {oweft trades, to become ſtudents at 
the univerſity ; for six young men were expell- 
ed, becauſe ſome of them had exerciſed the 
meaneſt trades. In this, therefore, there is a 


* manifeſt diſcord betwixt the Apoſtles and their 


reverences. However, this Lap, the Vindi- 
cator, was imprudent in alledging that their 
trades were the loweſt, ſeeing there have been 
and till are trades lower than theirs. But boy- 
iſh youth, pride of learning, and hope of pre— 
ferment, will make a wiſer than he to ſpeak at 
random. . 15 

They were whollyulliterate, and incapable of per- 
forming the ſtatutable exerciſe of the univerſity, 
and much more incapable of being qualified for 
orders, ſays Mr. Vindicator. I; 
__WaroLLy wuliterate, i. e. could. neither read 
nor write; for a perſon cannot be deemed 
wholly illiterate, if he has a. competent degree 
of knowledge of his mother tongue ; and this is 


a language which, the learned Vindicator does 


not ſeem perfectly to underſtand himſelf. If the 
maxim laid down by ſome perſons of eminence 
is to be regarded, true learning does not con- 


ſiſt in the knowledge of the languages, ſo much 


as in the knowledge of mankind,” we ſhall find 
many a dunce who underſtands Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew, who never was capable of enter- 
ing into the ſpirit of. the writers he has read, 


and many a learned man who never knew any. 
language beſides his mother tongue. However, 
our little Vindicator has the effrontary to give 


the lie to the great Oxonienſis, for which it is 


well. if he himſelf is not in danger of expulſion. 


E & 4 


This great man, of whole veracity it is dan- 
gerous to doubt within the precinet of the uni- 
verſity, very, gravely tells us in the Gazetteer, 
and New Daily Advertiſer, April 8. That they 
were very literate. But they were wholly fo, 
ſays the Vindicator. That they were not wholly 
{ſo the Rev. Oxonienſis proves from his declar- 
ing that they were a lille acquainted with the 
Greek. For my pazt I agree with his reyerence, 
not loving to- quarrel with great men, and mall 

leave the Vindicator to take what foltows, 
which may perhaps teach him not to contradict 
his betters for the future. However, was it even 
fo as the boy would have it, that they were 
wholly illiterate. it is appareut from their con- 


duct that they defired. te learn. Now where: 


in the name of wonder ſhould a thirſty man go 
but to the fountain? or, where ſhould. men go 


who arc imperfe et in he languages to attain the 


complete knowledge of them, but to. the foun- 
tain of. learning, the univerfity ? I can tell. our 
Vindicator that it 1s. not every lad that has the 
advantage of being trained up in a diſſenting 


academy, as he had, before he went to the 


univerſity, notwithſtanding he can talk now ſo 


liberally of CONVENTICLES. TURN-COATS are 


always moſt violent. 


It is needleſs. for me to attempt a further re- 
futation. of this ſecond charge, ſeeing the Vin- 


dicator himſelf does not conſider theſe things 
included in it as ſuficient. grounds for expulſion. 
I ſhall therefore diſmiſs this head, after I have 
juſt obſerved, that the heads of houſes are very 
much obliged to this Boy for the friendly ad- 
monition. he beſtows on them. Page 12. We 


may hepe this inſtance of an admiſſion of perſons 


— 
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wholly iter ate, will be! a Warming to the Bends 1 
houſes, Sc. I confels. it does not reflett muc 
honour upon the heads of houſes to ſtand in 
need of reproof from a pert boy, whoſe beard 
has not ſtrength to reſiſt the fhaver's razor. It 
is hoped, therefore, they will not fubmit to the 
inſtruction of the ocytteman commoner, aged 
nineteen. And I paſs on to thke 

1H. Charge againſt the fix yourg men ex- 
pelled. I confeſs i it is an heavy charge, which, 
ik true, they ought to de expelled from all 
Chriſtian ſociety ; for it is no leſs than that they 
eld the dorines of Mkrfoplsx, viz. 1 hat 
faith without works is fuffictent to ſalvation— 
that there is no neceſſity of good works —that the 
mmediale influence of the Hiri is to be wanted for: 
that once d child / God, and always a.chiid of 
God. Theſe. I preſume, make no part of the dec- 


{rines of the Church e England. Tt zs ſomething 


unlucky for our Vindicator, that the dodtrine 
of the Methodiſts is fo well known, that the 
greateſt part of his, few readers THe confider 
this as a fb; but who would not fib for the good 
155 of the caulfe'? And who that has a penny to 
catch would not be upon the ſide of the Rrong- 
eft party, and bait piety under” the name of 
phrenzy, like the hungry authors, ok. meny a 
petformance? But tet us a liule enquire into 
the tyuth of this charge, as made by the Vindi- 
cator. | 

They held the doctrines of PRE Methedifm, 
page 12. But really, if the ſyſtem of metho- 
page contains ſome dottrines charged upou the. 
young, men, it cannot be remarkable for its. 
purity. Ty were, however, to be wilhed, that 
learned men would not utterly forget that old 
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moral precept, which enjoins us 20 do to others 
what we would on an exchange of circumſtances 
wiſh them to do to us: this precept once on a 
day gained the admiration of a Pagan emperor, 
notwithſtanding it was given in that old book 
called the New Teſtament, ſo little known to 
ſome learned men, and ſo much deſpiſed by 
others. Had this rule of equity and candour 
been obſerved, our author would not have al- 
ſerted, that the Methodiſts held that there is no 
neceſſity of good works, However it hath been 
the way of the prieſts, ſrom the beginning of 
the goſpel, to miſrepreſent the faith and prac- 


| tice of thoſe who differed from them. Did not 


I do well then to ſhew you the perfect harmony 


among the Babyloniſh, Jewiſh, Roman, and 


O-—4 clergy ? and I fancy I ſhall have oc- 
cation to join to the liſt another very reſpetta- 
ble fraternity, whoſe perſons, parts, and prin- 
ciples are to be held in great eſtimation, and 
who hitherto have been without any mark of 
diſtinction conferred on them by the Syuaver. 
I. They held, that faith without works is fuffict- 
ent to ſalvation: ſo ſays our Vindicator, and 
aſſerts that thts is one of the doctrines of Metho- 
diſm. With men of letters and prieſtly rever- 
ence this bold aſſertion may paſs for proof; 


nay, I know not how orthodox it may be held 
n; but, amongſt laymen aud 
country women, the - redundancy of whole 
learning has not quite deſtroyed their common 


even in a C 


ſenſe, and whoſe attachment to the clergy has 
not.as yet ablorbed their regard to equity, it 


will require ſomethimg like proof, before it is 


believed. And in Wa, Ef; of laymen and old 


| "women, I woul | moſt bumbly beg, that the 
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learned Vindicator would condeſcend to give an 
inſtance or two in favour of this aſſertion, That 


faith without works is ſufficient to ſalvation makes 


no part in the dottrine of Methodiſm ; not- 
withſtanding, from the idleneſs of many of the 
_ clergy, it appears to be the dependance of not 
a few gentlemen of the facred order, who are 
well paid for Belteving, without attempting 
much work. Really it would not be amiſs for 
the gentlemen parſons, who have been regularly 
educated, and the Methodiſt preachers who are 
faid to be fo erroneous, to come forth fairly to 
the light, and make a ſtrict compariſon of notes 


together, in point of induſtry in the work of 


the miniſtry, regularity in their converſation, 
benevolence of diſpoſition, and works of mer- 
cy towards their fellow creatures; and as faith 
is beſt known 
thoſe be deemed the Hereticks and Infidels 
who have not thoſe good works attending them, 
let them profeſs what faith they pleafe. ; 

To ſerve the preſent turn, like my brother 
authors, let me propoſe the following caſe to 


the confideration of my judicious readers, and 
Ee have, to the no 
ſmall mortification of ſomebody. There are a 
ſet of gentlemen, who are thought to know 
their Maſter's will, and are well paid for doing 
it; but do it not: and there are another ſet of 
men, who neg aktive and diligent in what 
they take to be their Maſter's will, but ars 
thought in ſome cafes to be miſtaken : which 
of the two fhall we think to be the beſt Chrit- 
tians? It is ſomewhat abſurd to plead for good 
works, unlefs a man has got ſome to fhew ; for 
till once it appears that the clergy are laborious 


many of them I am lik 


by the fruits it produceth, let 


And that to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
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in the work al he in we ſhall always 
find good works on the fide of the Methodilts ; 
notwithſtanding, in this preſent ſtate of imper- 
fection, we ſhall find them, like all other claſſes 
of people, attended with ſome defetts. 

But to attend to the point in queſtion, Whe- 
ther the Methodiſts in general hold that /aith, 
without works is ſufficient to ſalvation ? It by fal- 
vation our Vindicator means juſt: fication. pardon 
of fin, and acceptance with God, the Methodilts 
hold, and he is an Infidel who holds not, that 


believers are juſtified freely by his grace, thy ough 
the redemption that is in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 24. 


hum that juſtifieii the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteouſneſs. And that the man is bieſed 
unto. whom God tmputeth Tighteouſneſs without 
works, Rom. iv. 5. 6. On the account of ſuch 
ſayings the Methodilts and every Chriſtian be- 


lieves, that juſtification dependeth not on works, 


but merely on grace ; and if the Scriptures, on 
account of the diſuſe of them, are not thought 
ſufficient to eſtabliſh a point of ſuch grand im 
portance, we have the Rule of Faith ſubſcribed 
to by every parſon of the Church of England 
to keep us in countenance. 

Art. XI. An article which looks exceſſiv ely 
aukward upon the Vindicator's treatment of 
the Methodiſts, who hold that © Good works 
e cannot precede juſtification, therefore can by 
© no means be the cauſe of it, and that they 

* are utterly unconcerned therein.“ The arti- 


1 is the very ſame, and therefore it is metho- 
diſm, and the Vindicator, is a Methodiſt for 


ſubſcribing it; for it ſays, We are accounted 
rig aeous before Goa ou + or the merit Y our Lord 


and Saviour by faith 15 not for our own works 
or deſervings ; wherefore, that we are juſtified by 
faith only is a moſt wholſome doctiine, and very fil 
of comfort, as more largely is expreſs d in the ho- 
mily of juſtification. This dottrine is abſolute 
Methodiſm, and yet it ſtands in the articles; 
and yet it is ſubſcribed by all who have a he- 
nefice in view; and yet they are Hereticks 


E and Schiſmaticks who hold it, and mult be ex- 


pelled the univerſity. 


Learn hence, that if you hold it not, your 
ſubſcribing ot it brings you into the way of 


preferment ; but to hold what you ſubſcribe 1s 


the very way to expulſion, 
The Bible, the Articles and Homilies of the 


Church of England, and every Chriſtian, hold- 
0 th, along with the Methodiſts, that juſtifica- | 


tion is independant upon any works of the 


party juſtified ; but to Tay that the Methodiſts 


hold that good works are not neceſſary in the 


Chriſtian life, is a low, mean, and pitiful flan- 


der, which neither the Vindicator nor his abet- 
tors are capable of proving. And though I have 
not the honour of wearing a gown, and conſe— 
qaently am no gentleman, I humbly beg that 
their reverences of the univerſity would offer 


ſome proof to the Public, who want this affer- 
tion to be cleared up, the bare word of a prieſt 
being thought ſomewhat inſufficient, having loſt 


much of its weight within this laſt century. 


And till that is done, I ſhall be bold enough to 


whiſper in the ear of my very good friend the 
Public, that if he wants to hear of a faith with- 


out works, or works without faith, or to have | 
them ſo confounded that neither of them can || 
be known, he mult not go to the Lock Chapel, 
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Black Friars, or the Tabernacte : but mult 
even attend on ſuch of the dottors of the eſta- 


bliſhed church who never were ſulpected of 
Methodiſm, and there he'll have it Caſt equal 
to his wifh. 

But the Methodiſts have no notion of preach- 
ing any faith but a living faith, productive of 
good works where-ever it 1s planted, as our 


Vindicator very well knows, if ever he read 
their many ſermons and other pieces, which 
bave fo much attracted the attention Of the 


world of late years, to the great concern of 
many a high clergyman. And that very faith, 


which they conlider as juſtifying faith, they re- 


preſent as the ſpring of all Chriſtian holineſs, 


And the very realon which they give for their 


looking upon many a well-paid parſon as no 
more than a dignified Infidel, is becauſe that 


the parſon's faith does not work by love to 


God and the fouls of men. 
Do not, good gentlemen, I pray you r now, 


talk about good works till ye diſcover more 


love to the fouls of the people than to the Hie 


of their crops. Exercile yourſelves more in 
good works, and all good men will have the 


better opinion of your faith. Diſcover, mv 


Vorthy rettors, that you have ſome ſenſe of 
humanity remaining in you by relieving your 
oppreſſed curates ; let them ſhare in the income 


proportionably to the part they bear in the ſcr- 


vice of the church. This is a good and equi- 
table work; this is your duty to do, and what 
they have 2 right to expect. 


'6 
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Let not a gentleman who, as to learning, vir- 
tue, and good ſenſe, is equal with yourſelf, 
ſtand hat-1n-hand before you, as fo much your 

Inferior, ſeeing he lacks nothing but a patron 
LO make him in all reſpects your equal. It is 
hard, gentlemen, very hard, that he ſhould do 
all the drudgery of the trade, and receive little 

above the tenth of the profit. This is no good 
work. This argues little in favour of your faith. 
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This cannot be equalled by the conduct of the 


moſt oppreſſive tradeſmen of the lay kind. 


Therefore, worthy gentlemen, pay the curates * 
their proportion of the tythes and offerings. ! 
Convince the Public, reverend worthies, that 


you have ſome care about your ſouls Eternal | 
welfare, by endeavouring to inſtruct the loweſt 


of the people in the knowledge of God's word, 
if you think that fit to be known; and if you 
have an unfavourable opinion of that, do teach 


them a little that people may have no caule to 
ſay they pay their pence for nothing. People 


will animadvert upon the careleſſneſs of the 


parſon, whilſt the pariſhoners are never ſought | 
after but for their dues, the receiving of which a 
is in many caſes thought not to be among the 


good works which are any-w ay a- kin to a goſpc} | 


faith. Look a little then into their ſpiritual 
eltate as well as their temporal. Be willing to 
take a little pains as well as to receive full pay. 
Do the dutics as well as receive the emoluments 
of the profefſion. For famiſhing the curate, 
and letting the people die for lack of know- 
ledge, are works not very amiable, 
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When ye ſee any neighbouring miniſters 
more conſcientious, more laborious, and con- 
ſequently more uſeful and better followed than 


vourſelves, do not traduce them as Here— 
ticks and Schiſmaticks. for thereby you only 
trumpet forth your own infamy, and make Y OUr = 


ielves the mock of conſcientious lay people, 
who have no other view in religious duties than 


the intereſt of the Redeemer. Do not let peo- 
ple know the rottenneſs of your foundation, by 


imprudently diſcovering your fear for the 


church; for every body knows. that knows the 


Bible, that no church can be in danger beſides 
the church of Antichriſt; and all your prieftly 


exploſions from the pulpit, when you venture 


there, all your inveighing againſt your neigh— 
bours of a different perfuafion, only tends to 


let us laymen into the ſecret ; namely, that you 
are not upon the true foundation. Pay a little 
more regard to the Sabbath than heretofore, 
worthy Sirs. Do not let the people have it to 
fay, when they are reproved for Sabbath- break. 


The parſon does fo, and ſo may we. 


Remember, ye are well paid for keeping up the 


form of religion, and there 1s another worid 
beyond this. and there is another judge beſides 


him in the B—p' s court. A judge who will not 
venerate a man the more for his gown, and who 


very probably may be ſtrict in his enquiries af- 
ter what ye have done in return for your tythes 
and many fees. And I doubt you will find 
this judge to be more on the fide of the poor 


than that of the clergy. 2 then a reform- 
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ation of your pariſhes in your own families, and 
do not convince the people that religion | is a 
farce, made uſe of only for the emolument of 
the prieft, the mercenary principles of whom we 
country people account the very Ipring of atke- 
in. Do not belie your neighbours good gen- 
tlemen, as you ulaally do once at leaſt in a 
year, not much to the honour of holy mother 
church; but even give the diffenters, and the 
very devil his due; and although ye Care not 
meddle with the latter, yet be proptious te the 
former ; for they are alles 9 which many of 
you ve ridden to a fat beucfice: the tameſt 
alles that ever a clerical Balaam laid his leg 
over, and therefore ought not to be male- 
trea ated: 

But where am I going, or what have I been 
writing? My zeal for the gownimen has carried 
me away very far from the point under debate, 
for which I hope to have a few encomiums g1- 
ven me by my good friends the Critical Re- 
Viewers; to whom I beg my printer to preſent 
my compliments through the channe] of bis 
preſs, and my very orateſu] acknouledgments 
of the konours they have done me, in th ling 
me with Thomas Brown, Eſq; of facetious 
memory, and the worty author of a certain Wir 
An honour I aſſure y vu. reader, which they do 
not confer upon every author they review, no 
not even upon all the old. ſtanders in the lite- 
rary canton. 
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